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HOUGH it may ſeem arrogant in the 
author to print the following work, yet 
ſeveral reaſons may be given which have in- 
di:ced him to it; among which the following 
are the principal: — The kind reception his 


nymns met with from Chriſtians of dif- 


ferent perſuaſions the reſpect he pays to the 
judgment of ſeveral of his moſt intimate 


friends; but more particularly the conviction 


of his own mind, that it will do good to ſome 


ſmcere ſouls, . et be enquiring 3 after fal- | 


_ vation. 


Phe invariable love of Godto men, and the 


ſufficieney of ſeripture, as a divine directory to 
the enquiring ſinner, are truths warmly con- 
tended for in the following pages: Let, he has 
been more ſolicitous to inflame the heart with 
piety, than to fill the head with argument. | 


Thejullicios reaticr pill eddy deer et 


tun work 1s 'prineipally deſigned for the lower 
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«Haſs of men, who in general are fond of verſe :. 


-and he will, very likely, find ſome low conceits, 


- which can only ſuit their taſte. ' An apoſtle was 


pleaſed to become all things to all men, if he 


might by any means gain ſome, This, the 
author hopes, will be a Ione apology for 


him in this . | 


Hei is alſo aware of 2 defect, as ſome may 
think, in point of conſiſteney. This he hopes 


; is only to be found on the part of Prudens ; and 


there it could hardly be avoided, without evading 
an anſwer of many objections, . which different 
perſons, experience in their firſt awakenings. 
To obviate theſe objections, Prudens is ſome- 
times on: to er his gro nd. 


It! is probable, others may object to the doc- 


| trine with reſpe& to free will, ſelf- righteouf- 


neſs, &c. This might be expected were it 


ever ſo perfect, ſince the opinions of men are 


ſo various, that the Bible itſelf does not com- 
pletely fatisfy all. If he err in this reſpect, it 
is error of judgment, and he will be thankful to 
any perſon who ſhall endeavour to ſet him 
right. He confeſſes his ignorance, and need of 
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13 | 
inſtruction. He wiſhes ever to eſteem thoſe his 
beſt friends, who kindly admoniſh him, and 
teach him wiſdom. But, he wiſhes it to be re- 
membered, that he is here ſhewing the ſinner 


what he muſt do to be ſaved; and not particular- hl 


y what gon will do to fave him. 


He herds agrees that enden is all of 
grace, without any idea 6f merit, or worthineſs 
in the finner : yet the ſinner is called to repent, 
and to believe, in order to be ſaved. It was 
free grace which ſaved Lot from the deſtruction 
of Sodom, yet he muſt eſcape for his life, or be 
conſumed ! He is taught, and urged, and aſ- 
ſiſted. to fly for refuge; but he is not carried to 
the mountain, or to Zoar, for ſafety. Thus 
would the author earneſtly e and urge 
the heſitating ſoul, | 


To ſtrive to enter at the narrow gate; 
To ſtrive to enter, ere it be too late! 
With violence his enemies oppoſe; 
And with the offer of ſalvation cloſe ;— 


Not doubting the aſſiſtance and grace of God 
in his endeavours after happineßs God i is not 


& © Tak lack 


— 2 76 S 1 po: 
c 3 at 4 but dance are 
in general flack in attending this. directions of 

his word, and thereby r his en 

eee 1 ; 4 


With tha to the erection it Pork be 
_ almoſt endleſs to make apologies, and to an- 


5 fwer objections. He will not attempt the ane 


or the other. His time and talents are both 
from God; im his cauſe they ought to be em- 
ployed; and how can it be done d greater ad- 
vantage, than in attempting to fhew finners the. 
way of ſalvation? This is che ardent defire of 
his heart, amd the princips} huſinefs for which he 
Hives, If wat he has writtete be calculated to 
mms end, and made in aty degree x bleffing to 

the reader's ſoul ; give Godt the Wory, wag 


| Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


4 


INTRO: 


INTRODUCTION. 


0 jeden the labour and expencs, the be- 
ing work begins with a perſon who is : 
brought to a ſenſe of danger, and is anxious to 
know what he muſt do to be ſaved. If the leader 
has never experienced this, it will be well for him 5 
to conſider the worth ef his foul, and the danger 
of it being loſt. It is this which makes religian of _ 
importance. On any other conſideration, it is 
comparatively of no conſequence. The greateſt 
teachers have been particularly-careful to impreſh | 
this on the mind; but none with a force, with | 
pathos, like Jeſus. He, in the moſt feeling man. 
ner, appeals te every man's conſcience, and aſks, * + 
„ What ſhall it profit a man if he ſhall gain the 
«© whole world, and leſe his own ſoul ? Or what . 
| © ſhall a man give ih exchange for his ſaul 2 
Plainly intimating, that this mortal life is but a 
mere trifle in compariſon with it. Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, and after that have 
% no more that they can do. But I will forewarn 
you whom ye ſhall fear: Fear him which, after 
he hath killed, renn 
I fay unto you, Fear him. 
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An affecting ſenſe of the worth of the foul, will 


. make a man diligent . to obtain ſalvation.” But 
if this be wanting, religion will be treated with in- 


difference, as matter of amuſement; or as a politi- 
cal ſcheme to _ eres or n or en 
amber alt: | 
-+It would be too much for an enen to of. 


a fer a formal proof of a future ſtate. It is hoped 
the reader believes his Bible to be true; then he 


cannot he i in douht with reſpect to this. But ſhould 
He queſtion his future exiſtence, let him attend to 


religion with avidity and zeal, Suppoſing futurity 
all an uncertainty, it is much the ſafeſt to be reli- 
_ gious; becauſe he will be no real loſer, if he die 


and be no more; but ſhould he be immortal, he 


uill be an infinite gainer, when the irreligious per- 
ſon is ruined for eve! |. 


Not that I admit it doubtful whether thang Ws: | 


FRG? ae or no: there are, proofs ſufficient to. . 
_ fatisfy an impartial inquiring mind, though the 


5 fool hath ſaid in his heart there is no God. 
This premiſed, think how important it is to be 
happy for erer. Dare not ſay, „Peace, peace, 
to yourſelf, but as your Bible gives you encourage- 


ment. Many are the devices of a man's heart, 


„ nevertheleſs the counſel of the Lord that ſhall 
ce ſtand.” What we are in our own eyes, or in 
the eyes of _ is little to the purpoſe. ** He 


«© that 


'L ix 1 
* that truſteth ils own. heart is à fool. * kt | 
2 Woe unto you when all men ſpeak well of you.” 
% To the law; and to the teſtimony ; if they ſpeak 
«© not according to this word, it is becauſe there is 
« no light in them.“ 
| Conſider the value of your ſoul, from its caps. | 
city to enjoy or to ſuffer.” How it can be delighted 
with hopes, and terrified with fears of what per- 
haps may never be. The happineſs of brutes con- 
ſiſts chiefly in preſent gratification, and their miſery 
in preſent ſuffering : but you can derive pleaſure 
and pain from what was done years before you was 
born, and from future proſpeQs for generations to 
come; as well as from objects around you, which 
have no immediate connection witli your own per- 
ſonal affairs. Vou can rejoice in the proſperity of 
friends, and be afflicted with their calamities. 
How anxiouſly can à parent feel for a child, though 
their abode may be in different parts of the globe 
A brute has not the power of reaſon and reflection; 
but this is a principal ſource of your happineſs, or 
"miſery. You are capable of all the gratifications 
and infelicities of the brute ; but mental joys and 
ſorrows are all your own, In thels the brute * 5 
very little ſhare. | 
| You are not only ſo diſtinguiſhes 5 7 point of ca- 
pacity, but in duration. The period of a few 
years at moſt, will terminate an animal's pleaſure 
| and 


dana pain z 3 muſt Vide a rational exiſtance 
| _ through eternal ages, and receive the fruit of your 


wiſdem, or the reward of your folly, when the ſun. 
ſhall forget to ſhine, and the world be reduced to 
aſhes. Duration makes pleaſures, pleaſures in 

deed; aud miſery, intolerable to ſuſtain, A vio- 
| lent: toothaach, for-a night, how grievous | but 


'  . to ſuffer for ever—the mind recgils at the dreadful 


| thought © : 

The intenſeneſs of eternal torments, calls loud- 
1 on vou to he careful to ſhun them. The 
e wicked ſhall be turned into hell, with all the na- 
« tions that forget God. An horrible tem- 


.. << peſt of fire 192 brimſtone—ſhall be the portion 


, of their cup.“ Theſe ſhall go away into e- 
6“ verlaſting puniſhment.” Thoſe that know 
. ** not God, and that obey not the goſpel o of our 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 
_ « laſting deſtruction.“ Is this miſery threaten» - 
. ed to the impenitent inner, by a God who,can- 
not lie, and can you be indifferent about it? Can 
you bear to have your foul caſt into hell, where 
there is not one ep of . to cool Neun 

tongue : : 
The very great danger of this miſery, affords | 
another motive to awaken your fears. Revelation 
aſſures us, that the foul that ſinneth it ſhall 
die.“ ' Curſed is every one that continueth not 

| cc in 


tt 


ec « i all things which are woitten in ther book of 
« the law to do tham. Where is the man that b 


«c of Ged #3? ©: We are all as. an unclean thing, +4 


«© and all eur righteouſneſſes ave as filthy rags. 
„Every mouth mult be Reyped, and all the 
«© world become guilty defene Ged. If you 
have once ſinned, you ace under the curſe of the 
law as really as if you had eommitted ten thouſand 
miquities j and all your future righteouſneſs, will 

not make amends for your paſt. tramſgreſſons. 
Perfect obedience is demanded for the preſent mo- 
ment, and for every moment of your whole life. 


«« By the deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſti - 


«fied in his fight,” If you live and die unpar- 
doned, unſancuſied, uaconverted, there is no poſe 
ſibility of being happy in the wortd to come! — 
«« Verily, verily I fay unte thee; Except à man 
“ be born again, he 1 ſee e e 6 | 
© God. 2” | 
The ſhortneſs METRO FR rr is an 
alarming conſideration. At ſuch an hour as 
you think not, the Son of Man cometh.” 


«« When they ſhall ſay, peace and ſafety, then ſud», 


re den deſtruction cometh upon them.” * At 
midnight there was a cry made, behold the 
«© bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.“ 
How many younger than-you haye been cut down 

| like 
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Tike a flower, and ſeen no more! Your reaſon, 
"your health, your opportunities, your life, are all 


from God ; and he can take them at his pleaſure. 
While you ſli ght his mercy, you provoke his ma- 
jeſty ; and how, if he ſhould ** ſwear in his wrath, | 
«« you ſhall not enter into his reſt ??? 

The importance of ſalvation is further manifeſt. 
ed, by the means which God has provided to make 


| you happy. He cannot be miſtaken in the worth 
of your ſoul, becauſe he made it ; and he hath ſet 
a high value on it indeed! The Bible abounds 


with evidences of this : yea, this is the great rea- 
ſon why there is a Bible at all, that men might-be 
c wiſe unto ſalyation, through faith in · Chriſt je- 
4 ſus.” He appointed brutal ſacrifices for ſin ; 
but theſe could never make the comers there- 
«« unto perfect.: At laſt he manifeſted ſuch love 
to the world, „that he gave his only begotten 


Son,“ —to the greateſt ſufferings, and the moſt | 
| ſhameful death, that whoſoever believeth in him 


% ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ 
Surely that ſoul: muſt be precious, for whom 
«© Chriſt died.” It could never pleaſe the F ather 


to bruiſe his own dear Son for a trifle. We can- © 


not ſuppoſe he would lay our fins on Jeſus, and 


make his ſoul an offering for them, if he had not 
ſeen it to be a matter of very great conſequence for 
the ſinner to be ſaved ; or if the ſinner could have 


ſaved 


fat 
ſaved himſelf. This price was paid for yur ſoul. 
jeſus has “ given himſelf a ranſom for all.“ It 
is a thing done, and therefore incontrovertible. 
„ Foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
«« deemed with corruptible things, as ſilver 11 
„gold -but with the precious blood of Chriſt.“ 

The care of God for the ſinner's Apel 5 3 

further and abundantly manifeſted by his unbound- 

ed goodneſs; precious promiſes; ſerious expoſtula- 
tions; ſolemn oaths; general and generous calls, 
ſcattered through the ſacred ſcriptures: as though 
he could not be happy, if we were miſerable. It 
muſt be a heart of ſtone, of ſteel, that can read 
them with attention, and not feel their un: ane 
be affected with them. 

Is God then fo concerned for your "alvation, and 
will you he indifferent about it? If his abhorrence 
of ſin be ſo great, as to give up his own Son to 
crucifixion, who voluntarily bore it in his'own 
body on the tree;” how can the ſinner expełt 
mercy at his hands, who perſiſts in his iniquitics, 
and neglects fo great ſalvation? O what 


Tempeſts of angry fire ſnall roll, 
To blaſt the rebel worm; 

And beat upon his naked ſoul, 
In one eternal ftorm Warrs. » off 


If this, dear reader, ſhould be your caſe; what ; 
would you then give * io and eternal life ? 
when 
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| . ah; 
| Ml thre:plaatiuesiof im ure wmbiſbed:! when goſpel 


apportunities are no more hen Mell from 
t buneath 4s mo vat to meet thee at thy coming P 


Eieaven, with all ats joys andliglonies in fight, but 
- . at an/uuifiniite:diftance-fromithee ! Jeſus, ho onee 
tec on a croſs for thy tranſgreſſions, now coming 
to be thy judge, to dlenounce the deaiſive ſentenae, 

apart from me, e curſed, into everlaſting fire, 


©< [prepared for the devil and his angels??? 
Ol what unknown terrors ill ſeize thy: guilty 


| ſoul, if this ſhould-be:thy caſe!! Antl ãs ĩt not poſ- 


Gble ! is it not certain, if you die unconvortetl d 
If there be any truth in the Bible, this will: be the 
ſtate of ſome ; and, it is muchito'be'feared, uf ma- 


by: fer wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 


«« that leadeth to deſtruction;; and ung thers'he 
£ which,go in / thareat | 
ut, perhaps, ꝓeu are earneſtly 1 after 


ſalvation, longing to be . made free:froni:fin;? 
"OY EH ſo, you may read the following: pagestto advan- 
tage. Through the divine hleſſing, you may find 
Jeſus to be ſuch a Saviour as your ſtate requires. 
In them I have endeavoured to repreſentthim as 


every way ſuitable to the ſinner's wants; and-to lead 


the poor heavy- laden ſoul tohim. This is the cur- 


rent language of ſcripture, ©* Believe on the Lord 


m Jeſus Chriſt, and thou malt be. ſaved. 29 66 The 


a 


* 


: Te * ] 

nt of God is vrormal tee, through feſusOblis 
„ dir Lo i as 
If you are bat vert ines *% ſavedl in 

God's own way, atid attend with diligerice to dhe 
means of inſtgnion he gfaciouſly gives; there is 
but little difficulty or danger: for fefus “ is able 
«« to ſave them to the uttermoſt chat come to God 
rc by him.“ And now he without ceaſing cries, 
*« 'Come unto me all ye that labour, and ure Heavy 
„laden, and I will give you ret. Take my yoke 
„% upon you, and learn of me, for I am -meek and 


ce Bond in heart; and ye ſhall find reſt unto your 


< ſouls. Formy yoke is eaſy, and my burden is 
46 light.” „ Him that cometh tome, Twilkm no 
% viſe caſt out.” | 

The favour of God, and the. j Jays: al hon sd 
not obtained at great expence z but without 
c money, and without price.“ Let the wicked. 
* forſike his way, and the unrigtiteous man His 


« thoughts: and tet him return to che Lord, and 


&« he will have merty upon him; and to our Sod, 
&« for he will abundantly pardon.” "He, the great 9 
Governor of the world, ſends his ambaſſadors to- 
every creature, to pray them to be reconciled. | 
 * 10!God;” To rell'them"thur'hie hath made Je. 
ſus „ to be ſin for them, that they might be 
e made the riguteouſneſs vf God in him! * 
| Come 


4 3 


gi Gong then, poor trembling creature, guilty : ay 
hoe art, to Jeſus! He will receive thee, and make 
| thee happy. It is the delight of his heart, and the 
buſineſs of his life, 40 to ſeek and to ſave that 
«© which was loſt.” He came into the world to 
fave even the chief of ſinners. . We have the autho- 


_ rity of God to ſay, © Be it known unto you, 


«« that through this man is preached unto you the 
* forgivenefſß of ſins: And by him all that believe 
27 are juſtified from all things. n = hob 


' 
\ 


Ye poor guilty RITES ki Bob = you re, 
Forgiveneſs of fins unto you we declare: 55 
Through Jeſus the Saviour there re 
Believe on his name, and the pardon's:yaur own. m. 
Whatever your nature, your ſing, or your caſe, 7 
Ti to you, tis to you, tis to all the loſt race! 
991 — e an e 9 | 1 81 


This 1s the only way to be ſafe,: this i is the only 
my to be happy: for . there is ſalvation in none 
. * other.” If you. try. a thouſand ſchemes, no- 

| thing will avail but faith in Jeſus. It is ſtill writ- 

ten, “ He that believeth not, is condemned alrea- 
«© dy; “, ſhall not oe life; “ the wrath of 
« God abideth on him; — . ſhall be damned.“ 
But, being Juſtified by faith, we have peace 
« with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
We have alſo peace in our own ſouls; the ways of 
Wiſdom, of religion, are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
—_ | paths 


LN 
paths of peace. Believers on Ihe, 112 have re- 
« demption through his blood, even the forgive- 
„ neſs of ſins;“ and are juſtified from all 
« things.” God is their father Chriſt is their 
advocate; the Holy Ghoſt i is their comforter ;— 
the Bible is their charter und the world of glory 
their eternal home. They are kept by the 
« power of God, through faith unto ſalvation.“ 
And “e when Chriſt, who is their life, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall they alſo appear with him in glory.” 
« It is their Father's good pleaſure to Sire them 
« the kingdom.” 
Is it poſſible for you to be thus ſafe * havpy'; ; 
and will you trifle with the means, as though it 
were matter of indifference whether heaven or hell 
be your eternal abode ? God forbid ! Surely your 
natural deſire to be happy, and capacity for eter- 
nal bliſs the terrors which await the ungodly, and 
the joys prepared for the righteous—the invitations 
of God, and the dreadful ſufferings'of Jeſus—the 
richneſs, freeneſs, and ſuitableneſs of the goſpel; 
and the utter impoſſibility of being happy without 
its bleſſings ;— will drive, will draw you to ſeek 
after * the things that belong to your peace, 
leſt they ſhould ſoon, and for ever be hid from 
*« your eyes.” But, 
If you ſtill remain impenitent, and trifle with |. 
your ſoul ; your own ſoul ; your only ſoul; and 
N ſpend 
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TE precivus mbments in vanity and PEE 
And will not een ee you muſt do to 
be faved j hõH A Help you? Men cannot ſave 
you. Angels eannet ſave you. God cannot "fave 
you, without falſifying His word Except you 
„ repent, you muſt periſh,” There is no other 
alternative. - If you trifle with God, he will not 
 triffe With you. You cannot deceive him. You 
cannot bribe him. You cannot conquer him. 
You cannot ſhun him. If neither favours nor 


fromns will humble thy rebellious heart, there only 
remains ** a certain fearful looking for of judg- 


ment, and ſiery indignation, which ſhall deyour 

te the adverſary. - Your ſtate is deplorable be- 

vond expreſſion! £ "I 
ce Could Angels, tremble; twere at at ha dk 


But know thou, that if the report of theſe things 
vill not wake thee; the expetience of them will. 


If you can fleep in Nerd you eannot deep in el — 
© Sinners, avrake betimes; ye fools, be wiſe; 


Awake before this dreadful morning riſe; _ _ 
Change your vain thouglits, your crooked works amend, 
Fly to the Saviour, make the Judge your friend: 
Then join the ſaints: wake ev'ry chearful paſſion; 
"ooo CHRIST 1 he comes for your ſalvation. 


WATTS, ; 


AN 


4 * 


ATTEMPT, CY 


0.16 Ea. dA; 4 


ARGUMENT. 


Prudens takes a walk one ſummer evening, oe contemply- 
ting the beauties of creation, falls into a fohloquy on his 
own fate as a ſmmer . Evangelicus happens to hear hin, 
and enquires the gauſe of his trouble. Prudenstacquaints 
him, that dreadful thunder brought him to ſerious ſelf- 


examination, and he found himſelf loſt, and wants to know -. 


what he muſt do to be ſuved.vangelicus tells him that 
he had been in a ſimilar caſe, and found reſt in believing 
on Jeſus; and adviſes him to the fame expedient, —Pru- 
dens fears he may not, on account of his long delay,—E- 
vangeheus thews him, by many arguments, that his fears 
of this ſort are groundleſs.—Prudens ſtarts)ſeveral-bbjec- - 
tions, and aſks queſtions concerning the extent of the death = 
of Chriſt, repentance, wrath of God, c. which-Evange» - 
licus endeavours to obviate, and an{wer.——Prudens con- 
_ cludes to go home and meditate on the diſcourſe, and to 
come again the next day "approves of tus 
propolal, and adviſes him to. nnn 


P RUDENS. 
OW lovely nature! how Gvinely gay'! 
In all the rich variety of May. 
Nothing defective, or redundant, feen.; 
Her rivers argent, and her — 
) & By 8 | So 


So conſummate der el e 
Deck'd like a goddeſs—like a goddeſs crown d. 
What charming objects catch the ſtraying eye! 
What fragrant ſweets on ev'ry zephyr fly ! 
What pleaſing harmony falutes the ear! 
What order, and what elegance appear | 
Throughout - the whole ! what workmanſhip and 
No ſenſe, but meets a delicate repaſt. [ taſte! 
The glorious luminary, ſource of day, 
Marches with dignity his weſtern way : 
While gentle breezes whiſper o'er the plain, 
To ſooth and cheriſh the laborious fwain. 
The cattle grazing in the ſpacious mead : _ 
The flocks in foreſts, and on mountains feed: 
The lark, with notes melodious, upwards flies, 
To pay her evening homage to the ſkies 
While birds of humble note, and tardy wing, 
Fly to the covert, and in woodlands ſing : 
All innocent, all happy; all combine 
To praiſe their Maker. —But this ſoul of mine, — 
Low, and dejected with foreboding fears, 
Can take no pleaſure in the notes ſhe hears. 
Alas! far other ſtrains to me Soong 
Far other accents labour on my tongue: 
Weeping and lamentation if I ſing, 
Muſt be the only tribute which I bring. 
The quadruped, the reptile, and the = 
Fill up their ſtation better far than I. 


B 
The end of their ereation theſe obey, 
And ſerve their Maker, ſerve him all their ar. 
And when he bids them die —at his deſire, 
Without a murmur, they in peace expire: 
While I (who unknown benefits receive) 
Am neither fit to die, nor fit to **. 


* 


EVANNOELIcus. | 


What is the matter, neighbour Prudens, now? 
I little thought that ſuch a man as you 
Would fill the grove with melancholy ſtrains, | 
And ſpoil the concert of theſe happy plains. 
What is the matter? late I heard you ſing, 
In notes mclodious, the e {pring. 


'PRUDENS. 


O, Eyangelicus! you cannot gueſs _ 

The dreadful cauſe of my ſevere diſtreſs. 

T little thought, a little time ago, | 
That I ſhould feel my ſpirits fink fo low: - | 
But dreadful thunder, and the lightning” 8 bias 
Brought me to ponder on my works and ways; 
To ſee (if inſtant death ſhould prove my lot), 
Whether I was prepar'd to die, or not : 

And, to the terror of my ſoul, I found 

My hopes erected on fallacious ground: 

And that's the reaſon of my fears and grief 
O] can you tell me where to find relief? 


By. A BVAN- 


[=] 
, ee bes 3: 5-5 
L once was in your very, very. « vaſe: 
I felt the anguiſh thytyou-now/exprus. 
My ſins appear d in terrible array; 
And nature indieated judgment- dax. | 
O! with what boding horrors was I. ba, * 
I thought my final mittimus was ſeal'd, 1 
And officers of juſtice ſtood to bear 
My frighted ſoul to regions of deſpair. | 1 
I Iwork'dand labourꝭd; but no peace obtain'd. ; 
I pray'd and faſted; but no comfont gain'd. 7 
I read the Bible, and the Fathers too; | 
And ſtill the anguiſh of my fpirit grew. 
I went'to public worſhip; and when there, 
My ſoul ſeem'd ſtupid, overborne with care : 
And like a ſtatue in the place J ſto 
While Fides preach' d Behold the Lamb of God.” 
And O! *twas happy that I went: IL ſee 
Faith comes by hearing ; and it came to me. 
I ſaw the Lamb of God was able ſtill, 
To reſcue finners from the gates of hell. 
I ſaw his love was moſt divinely free. 
I ſaw his love and pity.reach'd to me. 
This I beliey'd ;. and in believing, felt 
Eas'd of my burden, caus'd by fin and guilt. | 
This is the Saviour, this the bleſſed F riend, 
I to poor ſinners always recommend. 
is grace is quite ſufficient now for you: 
If you believe it—you'll be happy too. 
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1 23 1 
|  PRUDENS + | 
| Derag don't 3 g | 
His love and merey Pve edge g 


And can I to him for ſalvation go, 
When conſcious F abus'd' is mere: c 


r vaNOELIcs. 5 
Ves, Prudens, yes; and that's the only way. 
To ſhun the terrors which your ſoul diſmay. 
His love is quite unſearchable and free. 
His tender mercies lengthen out to thee. 
His gracious arms are ever open wide. 
Thoſe are ſecure who in his grace confide. 


PRUDENS. 


This is good tidings, if you can but prove 
What you aſſert of the Redeemer” $ love. : 


EVANGELICUS. 

Dear Prudens, canſt thou want a proof of this? 
Behold the conduct of the Prince of Peace, 
In ev'ry age of time, in ev'ry place; | 
And ſay, canſt thou diſtruſt the Saviour's grace? 

Behold from heaven the Lord of Glory came! 
Angels the tidings of his birth proclaim. 
The ſhepherds ſaw, and teſtify'd abroad, 
The loving-kindneſs of their gracious God. 
The eaſtern ſages, guided by his ſtar, 
Came to adore him with their gold and myrrh. 

34 0! 


1 24 1 | 
dl! trace him from the ſtable to the tree, 
And think when he neglected ſuch as thee. 
le wanted nothing that we had for him: 
Jo ſeck and ſave loſt ſinners was his aim. 
He therefore went about from place to place, 

To prove by miracles his power and grace. 
And now he waits, I verily believe, 
That Prudens may his love and grace receive. 


PRUDENS. 


O! could I think ſo, all my fears would fly; ; 
And I ſhould triumph, I ſhould leap for joy. 
Can you believe the Saviour loves me ſo ? 
Tell 325 * Raue plainly, how you know? 


f 


EVAWORLIOVS 


The purpoſe of the Father when he ſent him: 
The ends for which the prophets repreſent him. 
The gracious tidings he ſo oft expreſt. 

The promiſe to the heavy-laden—reſt. 
The great commiſſion, his important. charge, 
To preach the goſpel to the world at large. 
The goodneſs of his heart and diſpoſition, 
Are ſeen in ev'ry action and expreſſion. 
Theſe evidently prove his love and grace, 
And ſurely comprehend my Pruden's caſe. 
Theſe arguments, like ſtars which cheer the night, 
Conſpire to ſet the wand'ring ſinner right. 
8 | , 3 5 Nut 


— 


E 


But one more N and vigorous appears, 
Bright as the ſun above the moon and ſtars : 


And that's the price, the wond?rous price he gave 
For their redemption, whom he came to ſave. 

To bring thy ſoul, poor ſinner, home to God, 
He paid a ranſom, and the price was blood. 
Blood, not of bulls, or goats, or heifers ſlain. 
Blood, not of armies murder'd.on the plain. 
Blood, not of martyrs who have bravely ſtood, 
And ſtedfaſtly reſiſted unto blood. 
'Twas blood which pleaded, and for pardon cry'd: : 
His own HEART'S BLOOD, that ifſu'd from his fide. 
This was the price, the ranſom price for all : 
And if you doubt it, read the works of Paul. 
Not one in all the world can Evan ſhew, 
For whom the Saviour dy'd, if not for you. 


'PRUDENS. | 
Evan, 'tis quite preſumptuous to ſuppoſe, 
He came from heaven to ſuffer for his foes, — 
Your friendſhip and your fervour are ſo great; 


You quite miſtake your netghbour, and his ſtate. 


EVANGELICUS. | 
No; Prudens is a ſinner, that is plain; | 
And Jeſus was for none but ſinnets lain, - 
For theſe alone the Lord was crucify'd : 
For theſe, without diſtinction, Jeſus dy'd. 


8 pu DRNM s N 
e lle 5 
The conſequance, if you the doctrine clear. 
Yet if it be a, truth, I wiſh to Kno- 
What arguments you have to prove it ſo? 

: 'EVANGELICUS: ET 

— itſelf will give aſſiſtance here, e 
But revelation makes the matter clear: 
And more eſpecially when we take in 
That Jeſus dy'd a ſacrifice for ſin. 

A righteous man is not expos/d'to die: 25 
The law will all his actiofis juſtify. 
Pardon to ſuch would be abſurd indeed; 
And more abſurd if Jeſus for him bleed. 
But, if a man the law of God tranſgreſs, 
He plunges into trouble and diſtreſs. 
He wants a friend to undertake his cauſe, 
To ſereen him from the ſentence of the laws. 


—_— 


PR DEN S. 
Von mecher miſs my meaning, or at leaſt 

My meaning was not properly. expreſt. 
There's not a righteous man below the ſkies; 
Vet all, are not alike his enemies. 
Some are ſo vile to trample on his blood'; 
While others are comparatively good. 1 
Now theſe, my Evan, theſe muſt be the men, | 
For whom the Saviour dy'd and roſe again. 


E VAN. 


g 


N. 


. 1 | ] 
7 " 27 | 
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" EVAN @'EL 10 Us. 


bor thed he ſuffer'd, and for theſe; he „. 
This obvious truth oan never be deny'd. 


But are- theſ&-all; for e eee 
Surely, my'Pradens, you are better read. 
If theſe are all. tho Saviour · had in view, 

What muſt become of Evan, and of yow? - + 
Pcor Magdalene, on ſueta-ſcheme as this,. 
Had hut a ſſender ground for happineſs. 

If theſe comparatively good were all, | 
What muſt beeome-of Peter; and off Paul? 
With thouſunds more, perhaps as vile as RE 


EN hear a and its ſound =" * 


PRUDEN = 
Thoſe very wicked; which you repreſent, 
Sinn'd through infinity, but: not intent; 


Through zeal for God the poor deluded Jaws,. ED 


The Lord of: Glony: ſhamefully: abuſe.. _ 
Saul was à man devout in whan he knew. 
But being miſinform'd, the Chriſtians ſlew. 
So in the reſt, I rather think you'll find, 


They err'd through blindneſs, not a —_ mind. 


 BVANGE LECY © * Wa hes 

In part E think your obſervation's right 3 | 
I hear your palliation with: delight. 
Candour wilk find the- beſt excuſe it can. 
For the worſka@ions of the vilelt man. 


28 ] = 
Yet Prudens muſt allow their ſpirit bad, 
When they proclaim themſelves. exceeding mad. 
. And more ſo, when he hears them breathing out 
Threatnings and flaughter furiouſly about. 
But then the end you ſeem to have in view, 
I never can admit as ſafe, and true. 
There's no account in all the book of God, 
That Jeſus dy'd to ſave the almoſt good. 
Thoſe that were loſt, the chief of ſinners there, 
As objects of the Saviour's love appear. 
If thoſe with righteous views, and good i intent, 
Are all the perſons, all the ſinners meant ; | 
Who can with confidence the call obey, 
But ſuch whoſe * have never gone * 


G | PRUDENS. 

That difficulties riſe, I plainly ſee : | 
This matter is too wonderful for me. 
Yet it appears quite random to ſuppoſe 
That Jeſus dy'd on purpoſe for his foes. 


EVANGELICUS. ; 
Indeed he did—when enemies to God, 
He reconcil'd us by his precious blood. 
© Scarce for the righteous will a perſon die; 
et for a good man—ſome would almoſt try. 
But God commends his love to wretched men, 
In bruiſing Jeſus for the ſinner, when 
He look'd upon his Maker as his foe,  * 
And run with eagerneſs for endleſs woe. 
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" PRUDENS. | 
At this rate, Evan, where'II you find the man 
For whoa the Lord of Glory was not ſlain? 
 EVANGELICUS. 
I never did, and think I never ſhall 
| Be able to diſcover one at all. 
The Bible ſays, (if what it ſays be true) 
He dy'd for all. And ſearch its pages through; 
There cannot be a ſingle paſſage brought, 
In which we find the contradiction os an 


. PRUDENS. 
From ſuch a notion conſequences riſe, . 


Quite inconſiſtent, of prodigious ſize. 


EVANGELICUS. 
With conſequences I have nought to do. 
Let men be liars, but Jehovah true. 
What God declares, I venture to believe; 
Though far beyond my reaſon to conceive. 
'Tis from the Bible, and from nought beſide, 
That men can learn for whom the Saviour dy'd. 
And here we're told that Jeſus dy'd for all, 
In language plain and unequivocal. Mt 
And thoſe who can diſpute this truth away, 
May controvert whatever God ſhall ſay. 


PRUDENS. | 
Then ſurely all the world muſt be forgiven, ' 
And all together riſe at laſt to heaven. | 
| LR 55 EVAN- 


„„ 
EVANGEUTTCUS. 
never find a ſinner ſet uſide, 
Becauſe for him the Saviour never dy. 
Nor do I ever find one welcom'd in, 
Merely becauſe the Saviour dy d for ſin. 
The goſpel muſt be preach'd, that men may , 
How to be ſav'd from infinite deſpair. 
And all that would the benefit receive, 
Muſt in the name of Jeſus Chriſt believe. 
And thoſe who will not ſtoop to take it ſo, 
Muſt go without it to eternal woe. : 
He that believes on him is not condemn'd : 
| But ſinners who believe not, W be damn. 


+4 


PRUDENS., CPs 
If Jeſus dy d for all, as vou ſuppoſe; ; 
Wicked as well as righteous, friends and. foes: 
If all alike are welcome to receive - _, . 
Eternal life whenever they believe: a bo 
The door of paradiſe is open wide, OS 
For all the {ons of violence and, pride. 
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EVWANOELTC us. 

If theſe ſhall. hear the word, and it obey ; 
Who dare preſume to bid them keep away. 
Theſe are as precious in the ſight of God, 
As thoſe who think themſelves ſo very good. 
Their right to Jeſus is as great as thine; - 
And thine, dear Prudens, is as great as mine. 
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"Tis all of grace—there's nothing of deſert, | 
'To give a title to the whole, or part. 
The wages of the ſmalleſt ſin is death. 1 
We all by nature are the ſons of wrath. ._ _ 
But here's the antidote to eaſe our grief, 
The gift of God is everlaſting life. 5 
Through Jeſus Chriſt the Lord he;pours. around, 
Immortal benefits, on mortal ground; 
That all his creatures, rational and free, 
May reap a harveſt for eternity. „ | 
Then be it known to all the human OI 3 | 
| Jeſus hath ſuffer'd in the ſinner's place : WE naar | 
And whoſoever in his name believes, | 5 | 
Coinplete remiſſion of his ſins receives. 5 
This is the voice of God, the goſpel till. 
Prudens may have the bleſſing if he will. | 
PRUDENS, Fe 
Repentance, Evan, you omit to mention: ; 
Either on purpoſe, or through inattention. 
I cannot have a right to Jefus* blood, 
Till I repent, and turn myſelf to God. 


| EVANGELICUS.' . 
Without repentance, I moſt freely o.], 
The ſinner muſt for ever be undone. 
Now what, my Prudens, do you-apprehend 
The fitteſt mean to nn about n 


PRVU- 


. „ | 
i 
A ſenſe of fin, and of its dreadful pow'r, 

To fink the ſoul to hell for evermore : 
Where they muſt lie beneath Jehovah's rod, 
And feel the indignation of their God. 
If this wont make them tremble and repent, 
' I don't know what their ruin can prevent. 
'EVANGELICUS. 
A terror of the mind, a dread of wrath ; | 
The ſorrow of the world, which worketh death ; 
From deſperation often will ariſe, _ wg e 
And fill the ſoul with unknown agonies. 85 
But this is not repentance unto life; 
"Tis wild vexation, and an inward ſtrife. 
This makes him further from his Maker fly; 
And madly leap the precipice, and die. 
True faith in Jeſus only is the thing, 
From which repentance properly can ſpring. 
This brings the ſoul with ſorrow to adore 
The God it only trembled at before. Ao 
'This breaks the ſtony heart, and makes it bleed; 
From which the tears of penitence proceed, 
This brings the ſinner to the throne of grace, 
And melts,him down before his Maker's face. 
It fills him with remorſe, and grief, and ſhame ; 
And kindles in his heart a holy flame, 
Which burns up ſin, and vanity, and pride; 


And leaves him * Chriſt crucify d. 
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PRUDENS. © 8 
Here, Evan, I can ſcarcely hold with N End, 
Becauſe you leave the ſinner nought to do. 


E VANGELIC Vs. | 

What can the creature do, when dead in aut 
What can he do to make his conſcience clean? 
Should tears of penitence in oceans flow, 
And drown him in a briny flood of woe; 
That makes no recompence to God at all; 
Nor heaves the burden from his guilty ſoul: bu. 
The curſe with all its terrors on him lis 
He, as a rebel, if not e dies. | 


PRUDENS. Et 
Admit repentance no atonement makes: 8 ge 
Yet the great God for this compaſſion * 5 Ther: 
The wicked Ninevites, and Ahab too, , e 
Loudly en this obſervation 1 54 


EVANGELICUS. | 
I feel the weight of what you now declare: 
Theſe paſſages their teſtimony bear, 
That God is moſt indulgent to his foes, 
And longs to ſave them from eternal woes, 
He ſends his ſervants, and he ſends his word, 

To move poor guilty ſouls to ſeek the Lord. 
When vengeance hovers o'er a ſinful land, 
Aiming deſtruction with a mighty hand 3 *- + 
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1 44 1 
If "OV but an humbled ſpirit "HY N 
Mercy is there to intercept the blow. _ 
vet ſuffer me aſmall remark to make, 
To rectify a capital miſtake. 
You ſeem to think the Deity poſſeſs'd 


| Of angry paſſions, and a broiling breaſt *; 


And theſe who would be objects of his care, 
Muſt ſooth him with their penitence and pray'r; 
And hereby work upon him to relent, 
To ſave them from impending puniſhinent. 
But ſuch a thought of Deity as this, | 
Would ſpoil his nature, and deſtroy his bliſs, 


* Thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, which ſpeak of God being 
angry, &c. ſeem to be in compliance with our weakneſs, 
and to work on our paſſions, rather than to prove that he is 
agitated with fuch painful ſenſations z which, as far as we 
can judge, muſt make him miſcrable, if rialy true; 28 
well as appear to contradi& other paſſages, which {peak more 
particularly of the divine nature, Perhaps, they are alſo 
meant to teach us the great evil of fin, which deſerves 4 
incurs a weight of vengeance, as awful as though God 
furiouſly plunging ſinners into hell; and with his own we 
tormenting them witheverlading defiruQion. "Tis of ſmall 
conſequence to the criminal who muſt die for his crimes, 
whether the king who ſigned his dead-warrant was in a god 
humour, or a bad one; but it is of great conſequence to the 
inner tones that kis makitr is a God ready to pardon— 
long-ſuffering—not willing that any ſhould periſh : that | 
he hath given Jeſus, who is able, and willing, and ready to 
ſave them to the uttermoſt who come to God by him. 
'This the bible abundantly proves, and therefore leaves the 
inipenitent creature abſolutely without excuſe; lf 


I 0 13 + 

As ſoon might George be troubled ow his throie, 
To hear an emmet with- its burden groans 
As God be ruffled, and diſturb'd within, | 
To ſee the nations fwallow*'d up in ſin.1 

If all the fiends below, and men on earth, 
Could agitate the DEITY with wrath; 
They'd: then be able to create/a Sul; iuiinban 4 
And plunge JEHOV AH in its flames—todirell, 
As long as they could vex bim, or rebel. 
But all the blaſphemies they pour around, 
Like ſtones thrown e e v. l ye to . | 

ground, 

And only thoſe, who dare to hurl n * 4 
He ſees the xebels in their dark abyſs; 
But all they ſuffer never hurts his bliſs. 
His happineſs admits of no alloy 
From everlaſting—to eternity. 


| _ PRUDENS. _ 
If he's no anger to be turn'd away, 
Why then exhorted to repent and pray? 


EVANGELICUS 
Anger there is, and terrible to bear : 
Woe to the man that ſhall his anger dare. 
Better for him if he had not been born, 
Than treat the anger of his God with ſcorn. 
The rebels doom'd to everlaſting pain, 
Endure his anger, and his wrath ſuſtain. 2} a 
| C 2 But, 


ut 
EN 6; 
il 


TIM 4 

: But, chen this anger-cannot ſwell and more 2 
Within the Deity; for God is love. 3 
Wherever anger rages in the breaſt, 
The mind 1s agitated, cannot reſt. 
And can the bleſſed God, the ſource of bus, 
Be troubled with a temper ſuch as this? 
No, Prudens, no; yet, if you don't int 


Vour ſins procure eternal baniſnment. 


Sin ſeparates from God, and hides his face: 
ee he is happy, you are in diſgrace. 


However God may feel himſelf within, 


You feel the dreadful conſequence of ' ſin, 
Which, like a load of unremitting wrath, 


Will preſs you down in agonies of death, 


Without a beam of hope, or moment's eaſe, 
In fiery billows, and in burning ſeas. 
Now God, in mercy to thy ruin'd ſoul “, 
Appoints the means to mare the ſinner whole. 
There 


10 A faber, Apes to beſtow favours on his children, 
expects, and even waits till they manifeſt a proper temper; 
and will ſometimes uſe the rod to bring them to it; not out 
of averſion, but real compaſſion : and if this temper is not 
diſcernable, he will deprive them of the intended benefit, and 
beftow it on others: not becauſe he is angry, but to main 
tain his juſt authority. This is the Almighty's conduct in 
many inſtances. In the admirable parable of the prodigal 
fon, the divine goodneſs is finely diſplayed— The father 


| waits to make his creature happy ; yet he does not follow 


bins the far * does not * ſervants to fetch him 
home; | 


EY | 4 
Set Op. ab 7 
There wants no alteration in his mind; 
His diſpoſition leads him to be kin. 
The works of nature, and the worlds above, 
Loudly proclaim. his very eſſence Love. | 
Immortal bleſſings ifſue from his throne; - 
As light and heat come teeming from the ſun. 
From hence proceed the riches of his grace, 
Through ev'ry diſpenſation, age, and place. 
This is the ſpring from whence they ever flow, 
Through all the univerſe above - helow. 7 
This was the reaſon that he ſent his Son 
To die for crimes, which you and I have done. 
This is the reaſon that he ſends around, «$08: " 
Life, and ſalvation, in the goſpel ſound. i 
From hence the-crouds of bleſſings we elijoy” | 
For body, ſpirit, time, eternity. 


pRU DENs. 
Evan, my error I begin to ſee: 
The alteration muſt be found in me. 


TY: *@ Iam 


home ; nor does he ſupply his neceſſities there ; but ſuffers | 
him to fink into poverty, diſgrace, and extreme want. 
This brings the prodigal to himſelf, to reflect on his own 
folly, and the bleſſings of his father's houſe — to reſolve to 
ariſe, and go to his father with the deepeſt humility. The 
father ſees him—runs to meet him—and in the moſt endear- 
ing manner conſolates and ſupplies him with every neceſſary 

and agreeable thing. The enmity is in the ſinner's heart, 
and not in the heart of God: hence the neceſſity of the fins 
rer being converted, or born again. 


Lu % 
I am the ſinner, I have gone aſtray; 
Wild as a prodigal, mage all away: 
Expos'd myſelf to everlaſtiag pain: x 
But, I haye been ſo long a flave to ſin 
e e ee e! | 


ZVANGELICUS. 


Art thou a prodigal? hear Jeſus then, 
— Kindly invite, allure thee home again; 
And repreſent the Father's tender care _ 
To ſhew the ſinner's hearty welcome there. 
Art thou diſpos'd to ſhun eternal woe ? 
Ariſe, dear Prudens, to thy Father go. 5 
He runs to meet his ſon a long way off, 
And entertains him with the fatted calf. 
When deſtitute of ev'ry decent thing, 

He decorates him with the robe and ring. 
Tis his delight, his nature, to beſtow; 

As ſuns to ſhine, as rivulets to flow. 
Whatever thou canſt want, he will provide; 


Nothing to do thee good ſhall be deny'd. 

| PRUDENS, 

O! that I could return to God to-day ; Md 
But I'm a perfect ſtranger to the way. 
So dark I feel, ſo chain'd to things below, 
I know not how to _ nor where to go. 


2 val 


TY 3. 
EVANORLICUS:. 15 

Chriſt is the way, by which to turn again. 
Chriſt is the door for-thee to enter in. 
Jeſus as Mediator ſtands alone, | 
' To introduce thee at his Father's throne. 
Believe on Jeſus with a heart ſincere, 1810 
And he'll preſent thee with acceptance there. 
Tis his employment, and his heart is bent 
To bring about this glorious event. 
There's nothing in the world delights him ſo, 1 
As ſaving ſinners from eternal woe. 
For this he ſuffer'd on a ſhameful tree, 
To ſet thy ſoul from condemnation free. 


 PRUDENS, 


If this be true, why don't I peace receive ? 


EVANGELICUS. 

The only reaſon is, you don't believe. 
r RUDUENS. 

The things you recommend I don't yo; 
EVANGELICUS, 

And yet, my Pradens, you remain in doubt, 


PRUDENS, 
Becauſe, dear Evan, I can hardly fee _* 
How Chriſt; {6 ** ago, ſhould die oe me. 


C4 Fes; EVAN. 


t if 


|  EVANGELICUS. 
All things are poſſible with God 4 and he 
At once beheld what ev'ry man would be; 
And in his wiſdom preparation made, 
To give the whole creation timely aid. 
No ſooner did iniquity appear, 
But ſinners tidings of a Saviour hear. 
By promiſes, and metaphors foretold, 
Chriſt was exhibited in days of old. 
Till at the laſt, the Father ſent his Son, 
To execute the covenant begun. 5 
Then in due time, the Father on him 114 


All our iniquities, and kindly made 


Him to be ſin for us, that we might he, 

From ſin, and all its canſequences , free, 

Not merely to redeem the Jewiſh race; 

But once for all, in ev'ry age and place. 

Tis matter of indifference.to God, 

Whether we liv'd before, or ſince the flood ; 

And to the Saviour ; Jeſus dy'd for us, 

As ſure as thoſe who nail'd him to the croſs, 

Sinners in ev'ry age, in ev'ry place, 

May all behold him, and enjoy his grace. . 

He taſted death for all, for ev'ry man, 

To the concluſion of creation's plan. 1 
The ſaints of old look'd forward with delight; $5 

Now in reflection we enjoy the beht; 3; 


* 


And 


= TT WY 
And all alike have intreſt-in his death, - 
Who look to Jeſus with an eye of faith. 
Paſt, and to come, belong to me and you; 
But with the Lord Jehovah, all is now. 
| He ſees at once in his capacious mind, 
All matters relative to all mankind; "HIS 
The great ſtupendous WHOLE, from firſt to laſt, 
He ſaw minutely—ere his fiat paſs . | 

Therefore on this, my Prudens, reſt ſecure ; 

Jeſus hath dy'd to make thy pardon ſure. 
He ſuffer'd once to reſcue thee from woe: 
It matters not how oy it is * 3 2 | | 


4, /PRUDENS. = |} 
Pardon me, Evan, if 1 ſmile to hear 


You ſpeak of God's omniſcience—was you there 7 


EVANGELICUS. 

No, Prudens, but the ſcriptures make it clear. 
Before that man his Maker diſobey d; 
Before the firſt foundation ſtone was laid 3 
Chriſt as a Lamb in coyenant was ſlain, 

To bring the ſinner to his God again. 
With him a day is as a thouſand years; 
A thouſand years but as a day appears. 

Mechanics, when they make a nice machine, 
Take all its parts, its powers, and motions in: 
And ſure the author of the earth and ſky, 

Could ſee minutely through a week's employ :. - 
or 


5 AY 11 5 
Or his fore-knowledge was inadequate, 

This curious macrocoſm to create: 
Which cannot be ſuppos d, but we muſt 8 
Guilty of mean, of mental blaſphemy. 
*Tis neceſſary to his very nature, 
To know the circumſtances of his creature. 
And well for us that he proviſion makes, 
And gave his Son a ranſom for our ſakes, 
This firm foundation God himſelf hath laid: 

5 ann. and not be afraid. 
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* RUDE N 8. — 
Dear Evan, I ani loſt, yet think I ſee, 
Surely there is encouragement for me 
But how to reach the bleſſing, make it mine 
Is paſt wy" comprehenfion—— = 


| e 5 
L — It is thine; 
At leg in 1 ; God the Father gave it ; | 
And now the Saviour prefles thee to have it. 
The ſhowers of autumn, or the vernal dew, 
Are not more free than grace and heaven to you. 
"Tis unbelief which keeps you at a diſtance, 
And urges Prudens ftill to make reſiſtance. 
The Father yearns to make you truly bleſt. - 
The Saviour promiſes to give you reſt. 
The Spirit waits, and calls from day to day, 
Come to; the fountain, drink without delay. 
4 | | nt 


N. 


EMS > 5: | 
O, come to Jeſus! truſt him as thy Saviour *-- 
ore , y 


| 'PRUDENS., 


You cannot think how very « dark I'm grown: 
I feel as ſtupid as a ſtock, qr ſtone. 
Though what you fay I rather think is true; 5 
['ve neither eyes to ſee, nor will to do. 


E VANOEILIICUs. 


What if a vail now hide the face of daß; | 

Turn to the Lord, he*lt take the vail away, - | 

Though now you-feel your underſtanding dark, 

Without one ray, without one ſingle ſpark ; 

He, the great Sun of Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine, 

And pour down on you floods of light divine. 
Though now you find your very will deprav'd ; 

By carnal appetites, by fiends enſlay'd: | 

Deny yourſelf, and to the Saviour go; 

A taſte of his redeeming love will draw | 

Your ſoul to love him, and to love his law: 

You'll find his Holy Spirit-work in you | 

A diſpoſition both to will, and do. 


| PRUDENS. 
Dear Evangelicus! it gives me pain. 
This ſtupid oppoſition to maintain: 
And yet I feel ſuch diffidence and fear, 
In cloſing with the-blefſed truths I bear 


A 1 ' 08 


What are the terms on which I may poſſeſs 
5 N and favour, you Ys n preſs? 


— 


lee 


What are the terms, when deſolate and poor, 
You ſerve a fellow-creature at your door ? 


z 


Runs. 


No terms at all; ; I ſee his caſe with nüt. 
And out of pity give him ſome relief. | 


Pleas'd, when I think the fayour does him good: 
I want no eee but gratitude. 


4 EVANGELICUS. ; 
Toon heart beſtows before your arm's md 

And if he wont receive it, you're offended. 
Juſt ſo, dear Prudens, does a God of love ; 


His ſacred bowels with compaſſion move: 


He graciouſly a bleſſed feaſt prepares ; 


3 


And calls us ardently to take our ſhares. 
Here's honey, milk, and wine, and bread, and meat, 
For hungry ſinners to receive, and eat: | 
All that is pleaſant to the appetite ; 

All that can ſatisfy, and give delight: 

And all for :nothing—without pains, or coſt, _ 


' Freely provided for the poor, and loſt. 


This is the feaſt will ſatisfy your need, 
Kal this gh for *tis a feaſt indeed. : 
Meat 7s | Where's 


1 45 ] 
Where's there a banquet for a king to eat- 
Can ſtand in competition with this treat? Gt 
Should ev'ry creature in the world be ughte 8 
Should ev'ry precious article be bought: 
And all the wiſdom of the world unite, 7 
To make it pleaſant to the appetite. 7 
When all is done which can by art be dane; 
What is't if you compare it with the SON — 
The SON of GOD !— His very heart's delight, 
Who fat reſplendent in his Father's ſighht; 
Yet left his kingdom, and his glory too, 
To wy his fleſh and blood for me and you! 


7 
x 8 3 
a4 + 1 


PRUDEN 8. 

Meaner than huſks which 3 hogs refuſe, 
To the rich viands ſtately monarchs chooſe! 
Could I but feel a hungering divine; © 
Could I but know the privilege was mine, 
Not all the dainties in the world would be 

So ſweet, ſo good, ſo nouriſhing to me! 


EVANGELICUS, 
Could I but know—What would you with to know ? 
What would you have the Lord of glory do? 
He came from heaven to languiſh on a tree : 
He ſends his goſpel to the world—to thee ! * 
He bids his meſſengers aloud proclaim,  _ 
Salvation to the vileſt through his name! if 
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That I ſhould entertain or feel a doubt. 


"P83 "8 

The Spirit and the Bride continne ftw SW 

To call with ardor whoſoever will. ah 9 

Nes e 6s | 

And yet my Prudens cries—Could I but 156 
e e e dale er v : 


When did the great Redeemer tell a lie? 


When did he heſitate, dear Prudens, ſay, ty 
To reſcue ſinners, either night or day ? 


That thou ſhould'ſt dare to queſtion his deſign, | 


When Jeſus calls thee to a feaſt divine“ 
Who can you think the Saviour had in view, 

If not deſpairing prodigals like you? | 
For whom canſt thou imagine Jeſus dy'd, 
If not for thee Why was he crucity'd ?— 
To fave the righteous? that could hever be. 
And if it were for ſinners, why not thee? 

O, Prudens! caſt thy unbelief away; | 
Come to the Saviour, as thou art, to-day : 


No kind of oppoſition need'ſt thou fear; 


The hungry ſoul is always welcome here. 
What ſays my Prudens to this heavenly treat? 


If he be hungry, let him freely eat. 


Jehovah calls, and promiſes to give. 
Here him, believe him and thy foul ſhall live. | 


PRUDENS. 
Surely, my Evan, I'm. become a brute, 


1+ 1 


n go and meditate on what you've 4 
You'll aſk the Deity to give me aid. — 
To- morrow, if to- morrow's not too late, 
Prudens on Evan will be glad to wait, 


EVANOELICUS. 


Your choice, my friend, I heartily approve "th 
Go ponder, ponder, on the Saviour's Ones: 
A ſoul immortal neyer can attend 
On better ſubje&, than to comprehend . 


The wond'rous breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height | 


Of Jeſus* love: twill fill you with delight; EE. 
"Twill raiſe your heart from this terreftrial clod, . 
To truſt, to hope, to triumph in your God. 


To-morrow, Prudens, if you'll pleaſe to come. 


Evan will * wait for you at home. 5 


pr 11.0 6 wo * 


ARGUMENT. 


Prudens cenſures vain compliments. —Evangelicys concurs, 
and aſks the ſtate of his mind. Prudens is unſettled, and 
inquires if Evangelicus be ſo.—Evangelicus allows he is 

| when he lives by ſenſe, and not by faith.—Prudens wants 
to know the difference. — Eyangelicus explains and il. 
luſtrates it. Prudens is ſtill unhappy.—Evangelicus tells 
him the cauſe is unbelief. Mutual diſcourſe concerning 
faith, divine and human. Means by which it is obtained. 
Esxangelicus recommends the Bible as the great mean. 
| —Prudens approves in part; acknowledges his mind con- 
vinced, yet cannot” believe. —Evangelicus charges him 

with abſurdity; points out his miftake, and propoſes a 

Teipite for meditation. —Paule,—:The ſubject reſumed. 
roles declines diſputing, and wants enjoyment. —E-- 
vangelicus directs him to Jeſus, and to the ſcriptures, as 
giving him encouragement, — Prudens objects their in- 
ſufficiency, as being a dead letter. Evangelicus main- 
tains the contrary.—Prudens chides Evangelicus for not 
referring him to the Spirit's influences.—Evangelicus re- 
plies, and convicts him of treating God as a liar,—Pru- 
dens ſelf-condemned concludes the diſcourſe, and invites 
Evangelicus to dine with him on the morrow,—Evange- 
licus accepts his invitation, and charges him to adhere to 
the golpel, as his only hope.—Prudens thanks him, and 
vithdraws, | 


PRUDENS, 

ELL, neighbour, I make bold to enter in; 
For what are idle compliments, but ſin? 
Aae 


"Tat 


A maſt of time; add to men of ſenſe; 
Foundations of ſuſpicion and offence? 5 152 
Iwiſh them baniſh'd from the great. and ſmall ; 
Downright ſincerity i is beſt of all. 1 


EVANGELICUS. 
Welcome, kind neighbour; I can "yY no more, 
But acquieſce in what. you've faid before. 
No compliments are neceſſary here, 
So pleaſe to take poſſeſſion of a chair; 1 
And tell me freely what your Ben de Sik deen. 
Since yeſterday we parted'on the N . 


PPRUDENS, 

o, Evan! I have thought, and thought again, 
Yet fears and ſcruples in my heart remain. 
I ſee the Saviour merciful and good, | 
But cannot love and truſt him as I would. 
I find a lurking principle within, 
Which chains me down to unbelief and in. 

Sometimes a beam, a glimpſe of heavenly * 
Shines on my ſoul, and chaſes clouds away: 
But ſoon the ſhadows and the night return; 
Then wretched and diſconſolate I mourn 3; 
Uncertain what to think, or what to do;— -., 
Pray tell me, Evan, if it's ſo with ou. 


4- 


EVANGELICUS. 
Yes, Prudens, it is daily ſo in part,” 
When carnal reaſon agitates my heart; 
N FV 
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But I have learnt to make a differences. e 


Betwixt a life of faith, and life of ſenſe: 


Or like the fane on yonder lofty tower. 
I ſhould be toſs'd about each Plc We W 


But when I look to Jeſus crucity'd, 


And think far whom the Lord of glory 5 d. 2 
A firm perſyaſion fixes on my ſoul, e 
Which carnal reaſon neuer can control. 

Then ſtedfaſt as the tower I remain; 


Winds, wayes, and tempeſts, rage and rear in nin; 5 


The Rock ſupports me, and if that endure, 


Though ſeas ſurround me, I am ſtill ſecure. 


\  PRUDENS. 
o, thay & could but this ditin8ion know, 
Pray, Evan, try the difference to ſhew. _ 


I think 'twould be for may eſſential good, 
If I this matter better underſtood. 


|  EVANGELICUS. 
Tt furely is of conſequence, my friend; 25 
Yet difficult for ſome to comprehend. | & 
Tis matter of experience : : in ſhort, 


Tis better learnt by practice than e | 


Faith reſts upon the promiſes of God; 
Confirm'd by declarations, oaths, and blood: 2 


And while they ſtand to ſinners, ſuch as 18 


Midſt all diſcauragements I thitherly 3. + 


Determin'd, if I periſn there to die 
eee ee 


'4 


1K } 
Paith looks to 155 ; Jeſus crucity d; 
And glories in him, and in nouglit beſide- a 43 
Faith truſts a righteous God, who cannot veg” v 
Senſe feeds on evidences, peace and joy: 1 2477 7 
But pines for want, if theſe are once away; | 
Can give no credit, muſt Have preſent pay. 
Faith buys the falye, and lays it on the fore, 5 
And waits with patience till it work a cure; ö 
Senſe feels a pleaſure i in its healing er; 
But if the application give it pain, 92 | 
Senſe ſoon deſires to takedit off ag 9 25 
Senſe would have preſent eaſe at any ING goes, 
And run the riſk of her eternal ſtate : 
But faith can truſt the word, and wait until 
It pleaſe. the Lord his promiſe to fulfil. 
Faith plants the tree, and nouriſhes the root: | 
Senſe plucks the bloſſom, and deſtroys the fruit. 
Faith, like a merchant, fails abroad for wealth: 
Senſe ſtays at home, and often lives 1 5 ſtealth. | 
Faith truſts in the Deereer and decrees: 
Senſe can believe ho farther than ſhe wy. 1 
Faith covenants to be the Lord's alone: 
Senſe wants the Lord to make all things her own. 
Faith is content with endleſs joys to come: 
denſe longs for everlaſting j joys at home. | 
Faith builds alone on what the Lord declares : * 
Senſe builds her- confidence on what ſhe ſhares. 
bft . gb 


8 '| m2 3 "I 
Thus, Prudens, you diſcern a difference 
Betwixt a life of faith, and life of ſenſe ; 


Tae may diſcover, if you try, 
t ae you are WN by. 0 | 


P R * DEN S. if 
Indeed, my Evan, as you went along, 
1 thought my ſpirit was both right and wrong. 
But, in believing, don't we hope to find 
Ckleſtial joys, to conſolate the mind? 
How can I think my faith in Jeſus right, 
5 n it bring me profit and b l 


EVANGELICUS. 
ſill, 


=_— Cauſes will have their conſequences ; ; 

, bi A counter cauſe that conſequence may kill. 

od | Ijhe dial in your garden ſhews the hour 
A "i When the ſun riſes in his life and power: 


But if a ſable cloud ſhall come between, 
Neither the ſhadow nor the ſun are ſee. 
Now will you throw your dial quite away, 

Becauſe it does not give the time of day? 

Or queſtion if there be a ſun, or no. 
Becauſe you do not ſee him ſhine, or glow? 

Chriſt is the Sun to the believer's ſoul ; 
Diſeaſe, guilt, accident, his beams controls. : 
Or bring the ſpirit into ſuch a maze, 
She cannot feel his heat, or ſee his rays. | 


"4 MY 
| Then ſuch as live by bug begin i mourn, 
Their Lord is gone, and never will return. 
But thoſe who liye a life of faith, depend 
On Jeſus ſtill, as on an abſent friend : 
And hope, and wait, and tead, and pray, and hear, 
Till clouds are vaniſh'd, and the ſun appear. 
Whate'er their feelings are, they know the Lord 
Is ſtill the ſame, and will perform his word. 
This is the. anner*s privilege, and this 132 
The only way to have a ſettled peace. 
Were I to think my ſtate was good or bad, 
Becauſe I'm ſometimes ſorrowful, or glad; | 
I ſhould be like a veſſel in the ſea, - 
Without ballaſt, or anchor; drove away 
With ev'ry ſudden gale ; or daſn'd on ſhore ; "IP 
Or ſunk in Hillows, 8 0 


ꝛ„nubExs. 

O! that I could but evidently ſee, 
That Jeſus was a facrifice for me 
Or hear the Spirit, in his powerful call, 
Speak peace and pardon to my guilty ſoul! 
Or feel an evidence, a proof within, | 
That I was dead to vanity and ſin ! 
Or any teſtimony clear, and plain, 
To prove that I was truly born again ! 
Then I could hear with pleaſure what you ſay, 
And live a life of faith from * to dax. 


NI... But 


i 


| "But there's'a HH erde gives me OE ae 
A certain fomething, which I can't 'expreſs';.. 
That keeps me at a diſtance from the Looks: a 
: n We ms re at his ee 


ett BY A N on 10. * ln His 
Prutlens, perhaps, will think his friend to blame, 
If he preſume! to tell his ane hing name: 
And yet the caſe is evident and clear, b 
That unbelief's the parent of his fear. 
And while he harbours this within his breaſt,” 
"Tis vain to hope for happineſs or reſt. 
Twas this deſtroy'd the World of old; and oy 
_ *Tis full of vigour to deſtroy and 7H 2113's 
This animates the fainer to febet:; | aun 
And ſooths his fancy till he drops 171 nel: Aa 
But there it leaves him, ſwallow'd up in grief, 
. To curſe the vile impöſtot—unbelief. 
Ol curſed unbelief! whete that ee 8 
The richeſt cordial of religion fails! 
e goſpel may be preach'd from year to your; 
If *tis not mix d with faith in them that nete, 2 
It only execrates the human race.— 25, 
Heav'n e that this wy wy be RP caſe. 


A i 


| RUD ENS. tang 
Auen; dear Evan, heartily amen!!! 


01 what a dreadful Rate ſhall 1 be in; 3 


. 1 8 33 1 
Tf uribelief mend keep me ont of Heavin:. 
Whither, O whither, muſt my-ſout ade K 


And yet, ſo ſtupid, ſo perverſe am I, * 1:44 is 
I can't believe, dear yang if I dle. 
Now in this ſad dilemitiay pleaſe to ſlew | r- 
ann nent cry 2 
"EVANGELICUS. 


* . 
* ; 2 Faq N 
2 1544 
— * nn #"F. 4 * 


if Prudens can't believe, then let him try 
To count the goſpel nothing but N 
'Tis either true, or falſe, or wrong, or right: - 
_ benny it, or S it b | 


* PRUDENS, . ee 
The goſpel ? I believe it ev'ry line! 5} At | 
But then, ny faith is human, not divine, ee 
The threatenings in full diſplay appear: 8 
Like Lucifer, L tremble and deſpdies 4 ior zr 0 
A faith traditional T think I find. A. 
True faith, you Know, isof ; anothe oY ; e 
rere e 


Your nice diſtinction, human and 4 — 1 5 
As here apply'd, ſeems on ws . 4 
ran D* 70 53 tg als 


% 

* . 4 

” S 
4 #. 646 $353 


e 
calculated to obſcure the truth; and tò confuſe the nnd, 1a. 
ther than to lead the ſinner to à regular and firm dependanet 
on Chriſt. There may be # propriety in deſcribing faith as 
human and divine, as the one is giving credit to human, the 

other 


Look in your Bible, ſearch from 00 to end 
And mark the paſſage where you find it penn d. 
Or tell me, Prudens, what you mean thereby, 
"That I with underſtanding may reply. | 
For if I ſhoot an arrow in the dark, 
"Tis quite unlikely I ſhould hit the mark. 
The truth's divine on which the ſoul relies : 
And fruits divine from ſuch a faith will riſe. 
But as to faith itfelf, the thing's the ſame; 
Whether from —" or "one earth i. it came. 
ONE he SE Though | 


other to divine nde : wot hai 2 | Gees wi 5 
reſpect to the authors, and objects of faith, there ſeems to be 
none in the nature of faith itſelf, except in degree, and in- 
fluence. It is from hunian teſtimony that we believe there 
is ſuch a place as Japan. It is from divine teſtimony that 
we believe there is ſuch a place as Heaven. Vet the aſſent 
of the mind is the ſame, whether it reſpe& the one or the 
other. But as Heaven is much more to us than Japan, ſo 
ve ought to be much more ſolicitous to find the way to it, 
and to have a title to its enjoyments.— The doftrines of 
religion are divine in their nature, and teſtified by God him- 
- ſelf; then the conviction of their truth and importance is di- 
vine faith, whatever might be the immediate or apparent 
cauſe of that conviction. A perſon, for inſtapce, whoſe faith 
in Jeſus comes by hearing, believes in virtue of ſeeing, or 

feeling the evidence of divine truth, and places his dependance 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and not on the ability or teſtimony 
of the preacher. So that his faith does not ſtand in the wil» 
dom of men, but in the power of God; though a man 


might be the inſtrument, or the . 
| . | 


5 


Though objells differ very much in „ und, 
Faith is the ſame as it reſpects 1 


54 
. 


- PRUDENS, . 


A faith divine, as I have as 12 
Reſpects the author not the object. God. 1 
If he upon a ſinner deign to ſnine, 

The faith which he infuſes is divine: 


But that, which we by human means attain, 


We call it human, as it comes from men. 
EVANGELICUS. 

Suppoſe I tell you Jeſus-dy'd for you ; 3 
Convince you by the Bible this is true: 
This you'd call human faith, becauſe. it came 
From one inhabiting a human frame. .. 

But if an Angel, or Divinity, 

Covince you of the fame; then faith would be 
In your account divine, 1 underſtand; 

Becauſe you had it from a better hand. 


Yet if you were convinc'd by him or me, 


Your faith could only differ in degree. 

Conviction is the ſame, and muſt be ſo, 

Whether it came from heaven or below. 
If from the Bible you diſcover truth, 

Why not as well as from an Angel's n 

The truth's the matter we ſhould aim to find. 

The truth mw ſet us fre, and rule the mind. 


* Suppdk 


— 


* 


5 Thoſe methods God appoints muſt be the beſt. 


Vet, in degree, the difference is great, 


So great indeed the difference would be. g 


And then, With cordiality of mind, 


aunderſtint very little of what they contain; c 


' they are underſtood, and the doctrines thereof cordially em- | 
15 W100 this conſtitutes true faith therein. 1 xi. 13. 


[3] 
Suppoſe an Angel were to ſpeak to Nur 
Vou only could believe he told you true 
Perhaps your reſolution would be ſhook, 
More by a ſhining Angel, than a book: 
But that might rather weaken, than ſupports * 
Drive you from happineſs; inſtead of court. 
Tf Moſes and the Prophets will not do, 
An Angel's voice would be in vain to you. 
On this, my Prudens, you may ſafely reſt; 


PRUDENS, N 
I feel ſome weight i in what you offer now: 1 
Conviction, is conviction, J allow : 


Beyond what I can accurately ſtate. 


That it would ſeem another faith to me. 
But now I with to know, what you conceive _ 
To be the ſcripture meaning of believe? 2 8 
F VAN EZHLfeo s. 
A firm perfuaſion of the truth of God 
Not only as reveal'd, but underſtood: 


Embracin of it with a will refi 4*. 3 bot : 
8 ign * Ty PR v. 


 * Maniy belleve be {criptiresto be the truth of Gd, but 


their faith in them js very partial and imperfeRt. - Butwhen' 


tn, 


bat b, 1 


And is this all?—dear Evan, if _ pag 
Where faith reſides, the heart is bal of Joy. 


"xVANOfrtevs, 


Sometimes it is; but that's another thing; 
Quite as diſtinct as water and a ſpring. 
A tree produces berries; but you know, 
Berries are not the tree on which they. grow. 
So peace, and joy, and love, from faith proceed, 
Like fruit from trees; 3 but not the trees indeed, 


P23 U DE N 8. 60 
If you are right, my Evan, I en vag 
And have been quite miſtaken. all ooo © 


| £VANGELICUS. 3 
Tis poſſible tt may the meaning mi: 5 gon X 
Pray tell me, Prudens, what you think 1 it is 1. 


| PpRUD ENS. 5 $a. at 

Faith is a plant, a flower of Paradiſe, 

Created by the Lord Jetiorah's 8 voice: * 
bee 
* If any hould think this deſcription. of fa a child er 
the anthor's imagination, held up to expole to ridicule olher 
people; they are quite miſtaken. He Ras reafon to believe 
it is conſiſtent with thie views of nitiny i Reweverz it 18 ty 
near as poſſible a finaple verſification of what a very popular 
preacher, of the preſent day, delivered i in his A to a 
very crouded auditorys not long ago. 
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Ingrafted in the ſoul by grace divine; 
_ — _ Hine, 


{ | 
-EVANGELICUS. ; 


| Moſt excellent! quite wonderful indeed! 
Mine i in i compariſon i is but a weed, 


\ PRUDENS, © 
A carnal man can nothing of it know; 
A hand divine alone can make it grow. 
And where the Deity has fixt its root, 
It buds, and bloſſoms, and produces fruit. 
'The Sun of righteouſneſs, in all his power, 
Shines on its branches ev'ry day and hour. 
The dews of grace on all its leaves diſtil, 
And ev'ry fold, and ey'ry fibre fill. | 
The man who has it, knows his ſins forgiven, 8 
As certainly as thoſe who are in heaven. 
D! if I could but ſuch a faith obtain, 
I'd look on earthly pleaſures with diſdain, 


EVANGELICUS. I 


I wonder not to ſee you gape and ſtare, 
If you expect a thing ſo great and rare. 
But tell me, Prudens, if you ever knew, 
A ſoul in which this fine exotic grew : 
Or whether from the Bible you receive 
Your explication of the word believe? _ 


% 


. 


E 
. 
To tell you, Evan, if I muſt be free, 
You're quite too low, too groveling for me. _ 
P've had enough of earth, and earthly things; 3 5 


I want to ſoar away on eagles wings, 
To ſit and banquet with the King of kings. 


" EVANGELICUS. | 
Perhaps you do; but then I hope e wy 
To vindicate the truth of what you ſay⸗:- 
Or I may think, this fine-celeſtial plant, 
Only exiſts in rhapſody and rant. 


| PRUD ENS. wide a 
That faith's the gift of God is very plain: © IVES 
This all our orthodox divines maintain. 0 
And if you call't a plant, a hand, or tree, 
'Tis matter of no conſequence to me: 5 
The thing is what I want, and God alone 
Can make this precious privilege my own. 


F EVANGELICUS, | 
That faith's the gift of God, I don't deny: : 
But who this gift, this benefit enjoy? 
When all is ſaid, which can be ſaid abaut it, 
'Tis evident that many are without it. 
Now what's the reaſon of their being ſo 5 
is it becauſe God wont the gift beſtow ? 


And if thoſe meaus had all been let alone, 


W enn 
* * 9 * 
* 1 * 
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Or is it not their negligence and pride, 
Which make them caſt the truth of 60 e 


e rn 
God's will is ſoy'reign, and his race is be 
He's not accountable to ſuch as we. 


| He has a right 4 to give, or to withhold. 
VPVuoour queſtion ſeems too curious and bold. 


Vet were I to reply, I ſnhould coneeive 
That all, to whom he gives his grace, en 
As to the reſt, I don't know what to ay 
Though he's: not call'd eee 8 
 xvaNGtLicys, 
Great are the gifts, which God beſtows on men; 
Which we by means, and means alone, obtain. 


Your infant ſon, ſome ſeaſons back: you know, 
Was quite incapable to ſpeak or 
But now with pleaſure you behold him walk, 
And wonder at his faculty to talk. 
Now theſe are gifts, and noble gifts from benreas- | 
Yet were not in an inftant to him given : 
Means were attended to by him and you, 


By which your fon to this perfeRion grew. 


7 


| Theſe gifts had both been loſt, and loſt your ſon.” 
So faith, my Prudens, is this gift of God; "IEA 
And juſt as freely is the gift beſtow'd., 
Now, if you would this bleſſed: gift poſſeſs, 
Attend with diligence the means of grace. 


PRUDENS, 


What means would you preſcribe toone quite blind, 
The ways of God—eternal life to find 2 


EVANGELICUS.' 747 
With all my power, I'd urge the man to uſe 

Thoſe very means, Chriſt did the blinded Jews: 

Nor entertain a doubt but theſe would do. 


If by the ſinner well attended töoo. 


Faith is a gift, as many others are; 
It comes by hearing, meditation, prayer. 
Sometimes by one of theſe, ſometimes another; 
Sometimes in union of them all together. 
Tis not like reaſon, ſenſe,” and appetite,. 7 
Which come unſought for, like the dayand N 
Yet ſtill as truly tis a gift from heaven, 
As laſt year's harveſt to the nation given. 
| 2 4 1 PR v- 


| „ Several abjefilanidingan be oppoſed to.this, and I thoult 
not attempt to defend it, were it given as a firſt qixection, or 

unconnected with other means; eſpecially to an ignorant 

unconcerned ſoul, who had neither know of God, nor 

defire after it: yet, in coꝝgjunction with hearing and medi- 

_ it ſeems a very natural, ſcriptural, and effectual 


mean; particularly for the increaſe and irengtheningof faith. - - 


Hereby the foul is releaſed from the world, and draws near 
to God; unites with him, and religns itſelf to bim. Yea, 


it exerciſes, the very grace for which it prays : which has a 
remarkable tendency to evidence, its reality, And tp remoye = 


thoſe diſcouraging fears, which generally hang about tlie 
minds of young profeſſors. Perhaps there are few chriſtians. 


who have not found this true in 5 own experience. 


A ſield uncultivated brings forth weeds. 


7 60 7 


8 paul may in Apollos he may water; 
But I'll look up alone to my Creator. 
What will their planting and their wat'ring do, 
Unleſs Jehovah add his bleſſing too! 

Ti he muſt give the increaſe to the tree, 
Or all their labour is but vanity. 


EVANOELICUS. 


5 wonder, Prudens, you ſhould reaſon ſo; j 
When did the tree which was not planted grow? 
Did ever mortal in creation, yet, 

Find increaſe on a tree which ne'er was ſet? 

Is planting nothing, and is watering vain? 
Who reaps a field that never ſows the grain? 

And though the increaſe from the Lord proceeds, 


Such doctrine, Prudens, if attended to, 
Might make the farmer neither plough nor ſow. 
Then what a joyful harveſt ſhould we ſee! 3 
What Increaſe, Prudens, do you think there'd be? 


PRUDENS, 


IM don't know how, dear Evan, to reply; Wm 
But I've no ladder that will reach the ſky ; 
And fo to climb there tis in vain to try. 


- * 
" S % 8 * 

| 7 

EV AN- 


t 4 


EVANGELICUS. 


The ſky, dear Prudens? What would'ſt cou de \ 


: there! | . W be | 
The word i is nigh thee, founded i in thy ear: 15 
That is the word of faith which we declare: 
The word of God, which heaven has often bleſt, 

In givin 8 comfort to the troubled breaſt. 
Why, my dear Prudens, may not you receive 


The conſolation which the ſcriptures give? 


PRUDENS., e 
Is faith acquir'd like eee BTID 
Grace, my dear Evan, muſt the gift impart; 
For nothing elſe can ever change the heart. 

If I attend to means, yet means alone 
Will never make this privilege my own. 

If this is all you can preſcribe, give oer: 
Means will not do for me, I muſt have more. 


EVANGELICUS.' 

Be patient, Prudens, let not nature reign ; - 
Nor treat God's Kind directions with diſdain.” 
Whatever he appoints is kind and wiſe,  _ 


Though fools the wiſdom of their God deſpiſe. 11 


Do thou with diligence the means attend, 
And they fhall-prove ſufficient for the end. 
If more is wanting, he will more beſtow : e 
All that belongs to him, he'll freely do. 


Let God pronounce the word, appoint the * 8 


Let mortals wn ages and his voice obey.” 


-— x ect. r 


E eB Whether 


35 . : \ | 
: N 


ET Whether an angel, OG Habs 


e meſlage, more than meſſenger, exact 

y feeble means, he very often brings 

to high perfettion moſt prodigious thioes.. 

Yet, trifling as they ſeem to human pride, 

My Prudens, did they ever fail when try'd? 

Is Iſrael cloſe purfu'd by Pharaoti's hoſt, 

. Down to the very borders of his coaſt? __ 
What mult they do to paſs the ſwelling flood? 

Moſes muſt part the waters with his rod. _ 
The waters part, and mike no more to do, 

While Moſes with the people travel through. 

Behold chem now, by God's directioh, brought 

Into the wildlerneſs, and parch'd With drought. " 

What muſt they do ſome water to obtain > ? 
The rock is ſmote and waters Ml the plain. 

Do ſerpents bite the people as fn paſs? 
Moſes muſt make a ſerpent then of braſs; | 

That all the people wiſhing to'beiwfiole, 1; 
May ſee: the brazen ferpent, and the poll. 

The cure is certain, if: they do but look; 

. Though not one grain Annen, 

If Jericho be fenced round with ſtone, 5 

£4 How can this famous city be J'erthrown'?- 1 | | 0 

Let rams horns ſound e ee e 


Iy)he walls of Jericho ſhalß tumble den. 


With numbeis infinite, [ivarmnatraytd; z 


1 67 1 
See Gideon with his pitcher, and his lamp, 2 N 
Rout this vaſt arm, and deſtroy their camp - 


Does leprous Naaman want a cure fr am Gb? 


Go, ſaid the prophet,7waſlvin Jordaw's lool. 
The method ſermd too 8 r y 


But it yas quite affektüdl when try*d. 9 


Do guilty eee ee 


Then let them ſearch the/ſcriptures, this will 55 is; 


'Tis Chriſt's appointment, carry this in 0 
And then continues Pegs tg find; 


5 69 rar 3115 N 54 


"PRvpaNs. 
I thank you, Evan, for your Find bels 


Paſſion may be for piety miſtook. xk. 


If you ſhould find me do the lire again, 


I beg you'll tell me, though it giye you. ain... 
I ſtand the more e 2ndemn,s d., ſince I bebold 
More of the ways 0 of God with men e of od. 
But now remember, Al our pains ee 


Are after faith. and ngt eternal life. = | 5 


Bleſſed be God, I ſee, the Saviour b, 
Free and ſufficient for th the human Nee. 
But as it is by faith e this recelye.; | 


The queſtion is, how ſinner s may belles? 
 BVANGELLICUS, i 4 
a it gives me — indeed, 
To hear this frank acknowledgment proceed 
So freely from your mouth that there ĩs daes 
Free and ſufficient for the human race. 


1 by 
If this acknowledgment. of yours be true, 
You muſt believe that there is grace for you. 
- Now this is faith in eſſence and degree; 
Only not ripen'd to maturi tx. 
| Still perſevere, and ſearch a little longer, 

[1 And you ſhall find your faith in Jeſus ſtronger, 

| I thank you kindly for your obſervation ; 
And craye your pardon for the aberration. 

The words appear to have a difference, 

Yet differ more methinks in ſound than ſenſe.” 
They ſurely each on other do depend; 

Faith is the way, eternal life the end. 

To make this matter evident and plain, 

We muſt define believing o'er again. 

And this throughout the book of God, you'll find 
Includes two things, as it reſpects the mind. 

Firſt, a conviction that the goſptl's true, | 
Free, adequate, for ſinners ſuch as you. 

Now this conviction only can ariſe © | 
From evidence, which ſtrikes your mental eyes. 
You hear accounts quite wonderful and ne ; 
Which, if they're probable, you think them true. 

. But ſometimes ſo romantic they appear, 3 
You can't believe them, though the author ſwear. 
For want of evidence, you ſtand in doubt: 

*Tis weak, tis fooliſh to believe without. b 
And as the evidence ſeems ſtrong, or vnn, 35 
801 is convigion of the b * 8 


* — 2% 
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19 
Now to apply this to the erat of God. 
' You hear of pardon through a Saviour's TY 
This truth appears to carnal men ſo ſtrange; 
They cannot make it with their reafon range. 
It ſeems improbable, at leaſt to them 
80 diſbelieve it, and their God condemn, 
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* 
* 


They treat his teſtimony as a lie; be wu * 


Reject his counſel, and his truth deny. 


PRUDEN 8. 4 
Evan, you cut me to the very heart! 
In this rejection, I have had my part! 
Till late the thunder rattled in mine ear, 


I could contemn this doctrine with a ſneer.. 
Thanks be to God! adored be his grace! 


That now I tremble at a thought ſo baſe.—- / 


Pardon this mme, and proceed. 5 5 


EVANGELICUS, 


Yet ſome there are act different indeed; ; 
They'll not reje& it on a ſingle view, 
But look for evidence to prove it true,” 
And ſoon one cogent argument they ſpy— 
The author cannot be deceiv'd—nor lie. | 
Many corroborating proofs they find, 


Which bring complete conviction to the mind. 


Now this appears to be the caſe with you; 
You ſee the-goſpel, and believe it true, 
E 3 


[40 1 


But there's a ſevond neceſſary thing, 
Which Prudenz will perrait his friend wo wing: 
And that's the cordial anſwer of your ne, 

or coming te the Saviour at his Call. 

An acquieſcenee of your very heart. 

With all your old dependanteg te 2 0 Fit 5 v 

To take the Saviout, eroſß and crown Weder. 
To follow him, whatever be the weather, 

This is believing on him of a truth; 

And follow d by cofif&ioni with your mouth, 

\ *Tis coming, eating, drinking, and obeyings! 
Your whole dependante on the Saviour laying: 
A faith like this will prove its hature O's er 

Becauſe it eher hat ãts fruits to heww . 450. 

It works y Joye; und purifies the'hearts. - 

It makes ſhe chr iſtian for His: 1 Gries: 

It lays the ſonil in duſt. before the throhe; toi . 5 

And makes it magnify the Lord alone. 

And while it. mbrtifies the madh for fin, | 

A ſenſe of pardon gives him peace Within. 

This part is bmetimbs taken for! og eee 

The reſt is but che bay; this the Jou2. © an 

This is the part which brings: the vimag wes 
And even-aiitidutes the joys td come. 
Without it, all your knowledge of the wax, 
Will but condemn you while you” amc, 
Now if a ſimple anſwer T muſt ge S 

TY what 3 fingers Wer PR 
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Let them apply their mind with earneſt care 
To what the ſcriptures of the truth declare: 
And as they there behold the Sayiour's grace, 


With 2. hearts the benefits qabrace. 


PrRUDENs. 

I thank you, Evan, for the pains you take, 
And many obſeryations which you make ; = 
Yet if to others, I objections find, 3 
I hope you'll not eſteem your friend yokind. - 

You lay ſuch mighty ſtreſs upon the letter, _ 
As though we want no other help, nor better. 


Now ſuch a faith as we obtain from thence, EX: 4 


Appears to me of little conſequence. 
The whole materials which compoſe the bock, 


Are * ink and paper, if you look. 


EVANGELI cus. oe 


Prudens, you quite miſtake the matter eres 
The truth's divine, whate'er the writings are. {a 
When to the Bible you dire& your +... | 
"Tis not the paper, nor the ink, you prize, 3 
But 'tis the truth of God you there diſcern; . - 
And heavenly knowledge by the ſcriptures learn. 
The book'is but an inſtrument to. x0. 
The glaſs by which you heavenly wonders ' view. 
Vet lay the bleſſed Bible quite alide, 

And tell me how you'll know the Saviour 0d. 
ö | There's 
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Iown Jehovah can his grace extend 


And teach him hoxv the favour he muſt grant? 


£ t * 


| There! 5 natking then i in all the 2 7 to then 
What the loſt ſinner to be FAN a 40. 
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Four obſervation, Evan, does me ks j 
I ſpake of what I little ungerſtood.  . 
I ſtand corrected in this ſingle view; ho 
Vet find ſome heſitation i in me t00.— 
God can impart, if he is ſo inclin'd, 6 
His truth without a Bible to the Sh” © 
It ſeems to me a quicker, ſafer way, a 1 
To teach his creatures by a heavenly ray; . 

Than by a volume put i into my band, 
Wich tells a hundred thin $5 I cannot underſtand | 


EVANGELICUS. 
Prudens was ſhock'd a little while ago, 


When aſk'd the cauſe of unbelief to ſhew : / 


But now his diffidence is baniſh'd quite, : 


And he dare tell Jehoyah what is right. 


But, waving this imprudence of my friend; 
Without a Bible to the human heart, W Wig 
And ſacred truth without a book inppart; | | 
But he” s a Maſter; and if he diſplay 08 
His grace to rebels, let him chooſe the way. 5 
Shall they preſume to tell him what they want; | | 


Lei 


— 


1 © 
Let it ſuffice that 1 vin merey ſhow. wo 7 


2 ak] APRUDENS; EO ts 
Dear Evan, you fo hard upon me des, * 

I can do nought but treſpaſs, and confels. ON, 

I ſee my error; ſhall I fay, repent: 

Yet 'twas an error Prudens never meant. Y 

I freely own' that God's a right to chooſe 


Vengeance, or mercy; and what means to uſe. . 


His common grace for common crimes 1 may do; "UE 
But mine are neither common crimes nor r few. 
Your obſervations may be very good; * 
But * will ſerve me but ee voice of G60. 
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EVANGFELICUS. ban we 
When ftom the cloud the dreadful thunder way 5 


Who was it but the Deity that ſpoke ? 
His proyidences through the varied year 


-. 
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Have all'a voice, which all the world may hear. 12 


But only from the Bible, can you find, 
A voice of God to aonſUlte your 151. 


92 es 


PRVUDENS, :; : | 

Evan forgets the man at Philippi, 
Or rather ſeems diſpos'd to paſs him by. 
I want an earthquake, or a light divine, 
To force conviQtion in this ſoul of mine. 
EVAN. 
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| Waesche „ 
What did. the earthquake for the jailer do, 
More than the recent thunder did for vou? | 
Though it convicted him of ſin and danger, | 
Jo faith in Jeſus he was ſtill a ſtranger. 
To have ſalvation, he muſt hear the word, 
Which teſtify'd of Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. Fg 
God did not come to make his glory bon; 5 
N Nut ſent the bleſſed, tidings of his Son. 
ne this believ!d, and felt his terrors ceaſe; 
— And nom enjoys ſerenity and peace. 
This, is the very way I recommend 
To ev'ry ſinner ; and to you, my friend. 
The word's a lamp, and if you vill but try't,. 
You'll find the entrance of it give you light. 
5 ee e es et d bete, 
How would bis anxious boſom be diſtreſs d! 
You want you know not what: —it ſeems e, 
You ſtand in need of more humility. -_ 
Striye, my gear Prudens, to inherit that, 
And not to W for you don't know. what. 
SEC DIBNES. 7:5; 
Tuo what a dreadful prodigy I'm hong [ 
_ Surely my heart is harder than a ſtone !: 
That what appears to you ſo full and plans. 
Should ſtill a myſtery to me remain. 
And yet to flatter, or to uſe deceit. 
Would be a erime which I deteſt and hate. 
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Ss 
The want of mare bath H fk. 
I want a heav'nly bias on my win. 
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Tho? I'm convine'd there's grace, a grace + for me, | 


Im not converted às F ought to be. 

1 ſee the nature bf reteeming love, 
But want his graeicus — a adore. 

What ſigniſtes the goſpel understood zg 

'Tis goſpel felt whiely is to dome W 

O ! that I could but find/my foul! — 


From a 2 ye. lurking payee 


4 N 


rasend LS 
To eat the Nas before he rad wg 
He wants the ſenſe of pardon. to receive, 
Before he's reſolution to belie ye. 
But as the things of nature, hare their places.) 
So, my dear Prudens, have the things of grace: 
Firſt come to Jeſus, guilty as vou asse 5 
Caſt on his mercy all your load of care: .nl 
Then will you find your enemies depart; 
And gentle Payee fit. ſmiling i in your heart. - 


"PRUDENS,” 


Me come e to Jeſus ? "Me you little khow!. BS: 
Till Jeſus come to me, I cannot go. 
What though I ſee, by God's unerring _ 


Complete redemption 8 a dying Lord ; 


1 N 
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WEE © * © "EY 
*Tis all as 3 '—brings no peace to me * £668 
1 et can't believe the gs I __ 


* * 


EVANGELICUS. | 
I feel a mixture now of joy and grief. 
Knowledge, undoubtedly, includes belief. bs 
Jou ſee the Saviour dy'd; and dy d for you. | 
Can you believe this, and diſpute it too? 
is an abſurdity to argue ſo.—— © 
Lou want conviction of a truth you know. . 
Ik you believe the goſpel with your heart; 
To you the Deity has done his part. 
The knowledge which you have is from above, 
Communicated by the God of love. 
And whether from the word of truth it came, 
Or by a miracle, the thing” s the ſame. © 
Tis knowledge human wiſdom cannot reach; 
"Tis truth divine which God alone can teach: 
And if you have it, God hath taught it you: 
Depend upon it, and your faith is true. 
If you could lay your former notions by, at 
And ſearch the ſcriptures with a ſingle eye; 
With the ſame evidence you ſaw. his love, 
You'd feel your unbelief, and fears remove. 
That bleſſed book, which ſhews the Saviour's grace, 
Bears its credentials on its very face: 
And while it ſhews the Saviour's grace to you, 
Von ſee its ne and feel it too. 


Now, 


" 1 
1 if you pleaſe, we'll take a moment's reſt 
2 meditation n beſt ?! 5 946, n 


PRUDENS. os ON Lag 
With all my heart; for 1 begin to find, haben 
A want of relaxation 10 my mind. 
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EVANGELICUS, 
Well, Prudens, how are matters with you now oy | 
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"PRUDENS. 
Indeed my Evan, I can ſcarce tell how. 
I am not as I would be, I confeſs: 
I feel anxiety 3 ; I feel diſtreſs. _. 
I want not to diſpute, but to enjoy: 
I want a faith my ſoul to juſtify. 3 
I know without it I am quite undone ; 1 
My ev'ry hope and ſubterfuge i is gone: 
Eternal ruin ſtares me in the face; 
Nothing can fave me but an act of grace. 


. ; 


EVANGELICUS./ , | 
Dear Prudens, all thy wants mth _— b 
Jo fave thy ſoul, the Prince of Glory dy'd, 5 
Look unto Jeſus, thy Redeemer ſee, © 
In all his meekneſs, .crucify'd for tee! 
| = Ps Never 


e 1 e 
Newer was grace-o wonderful difilpy'd, | 
Since the foundation af eee 
To fave the righteous, Jeſus never came; 


The ſinner only has a proper claim. 3 
Then as a ſinner come to Jeſus, come; ö 2 


* ene m 


il PRUDENS. 1 
h I know theſe calls are in. the. word of truth; 
1 But I muſt have them from the eee 
|. Before I dare conclude the bleſſings mine ; 
11 Pearls ought not to be caſt to dogs and ſwine: 
C And'ſure the creature is not to be found, 
1 More , more brut. 8 Ae ground! 
* EVANGELICUS, | 
| 4 It grieves me, Prudens, grieves me to the heat; 
8 I ſympathize with you in all your ſmart : f 
| Yet very ſure I am you judge amiſs, 
And thereby rob yourſelf of preſent peace! 
* Wherein does all thy doggiſhneſs appear? 
When didſt thou turn again to rend and tear? 
| When didft thou tread the goſpel under feet, 
| As hogs would peaxls, like pehhles in the ſtreet ?— 


And muſt the Sayiour come again from heaven? 
With his ow, mouth pronounce; thy, fins, forgiyen, 
Before you dare accept. the offer'd grace? | 
Then never dream of gither joy or peace: 
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. 
if he muſt come again at thy dere 411 n 


ExpeRt to fee hs « flame of fire?" * U 
n ; rt ff 25 | 
PAVDERS: : ads an 
I don't . nl lo ; 


That were a 6 iti 
But in his grace and Spirit, to control 3 
This evil diſpoſition in my foul. 
The word of ſcripture, is. a latter dead; 

And thouſands read it as the Eunuchi read. 
And till the Holy Ghoſt ſhall make t plain, 
Sinners ſhall read n and nt in vain. Fri 


1 - 


EVAN 11108. er 
You ſhock: me, Prutlens, as you 3 WA 
To hear your arguments, ſo right, ſo wrong. 
What Philip taught the Eunuch is at hand; 
And is there aught you do not underſtand ? 
He wants inſtruction, cannot be den) d, | 
But thinks a man ſufficient for his guide. 
A man appear'd with ſacred. knowledge fraught ; ; 
Gave him the'bleſt intelligence be ſought. | | 
He ſaw the teſtimony clear and true; 
| Believ'd the recordyou mayde @ $00. 
He wants no Deity. to leave the ſkies; _ 
But views the Saviour, and on him relies. | 
Who told thee, that the word of God was dead? 
Why tremble then at what is threatened * | 


- 
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7; "GY, 
If — have Joſt their force, 
The threatenings muſt then be dead of courſe, 
Who gave this holy book the mortal wound, 
And left the Bible bleeding on the ground ? 
The man, the monſter muſt be yery.cleyer, -  - 
To kill the word of God, which lives for ever“. 
And is God's will reveal'd, and een 2 
And i is the Bible but a fountain ſeal'd? I 
or an old act of Parliament repeal d? (oh * 
' A laſt year's Almanack, grown out of date; 
No longer fit mankind to regulate :-.. INE 
So without ceremony laid aſide, . 
As inſufficient for the ſinner's gude! 
Aſtoniſhing ! Can Prudens think it true ? 
I know he falls een at the view! 


ee eee pref 9 5 
1 ſand bam d. dear Evan, and cöufüs d: | 
Undoubtedly the ſcriptures are abus c. 
Vet, ſhould I ſay the Bible was alive, 
With ſuch a mortal you'd no longer ſtrive : 
| You'd think me troubled with a crazy head: — 
And ſure it either is alive or dead as | 


EVANGELICUS. 14 
Alive, or dead, applied to a word, 
Seem equally improper, and abſurd: 
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hul us'd as rr theſe terms ot _ 
Its inutility, or matchleſs worth. e 

Thus underſtood, the precepts of the Lord © Wo 
Are quick and pow'rful, ſharper _ e- : | 
It ever lives as uncorrupted feed FORE oy 
Sown in the heart, ts generate aud breed. 
Where, if it can but find a foil to Tult; © 
It fails not to ptodiice'aBundant fruit. 

It cultivates the ground on which it grows, — 

And makes the deſart bloflom as the roſe. © | 
Converts the ſouF through energy divine, e 
And executes Jehovah's great deſigg. BY 8 
But if rejected when tis heard, or read,” hd, 
It leaves the ſinner barren, cold, and dead. 
vet ſtill retains its vigour to condenin, Ane 
Whom it can neither comfort, nor reclaim: 

The word's a hammer, rocks to break in two: f 
A ſword to pierce the harden'd finner through : 15 
A ſov'feign med' cine, that will heal the wound, TH 
When other things are inſufficient found. 357 
Ability within the Bible lies; 
To make the ſinner to ſalvation ae 
The hungry ſoul may find proviſion ban | 
When all things elſe as variity appear. OO OS 

; O! read the ſacred page, dear Prudens 516 
Revere it as che will of God indeed! 9 
Depend upon it as a world of truth, 
This moment iſſuing from Jeſu's mouth: © > 
b if oP 0 00 
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And in the general believe with ou: 


© You either quite forget, or ſeem to 15 - 
And that's, the office of the Holy Ghoſt ; 


It matters not what knowledge we attain z .. ... 


Or I be ruined for eyermore. . - 


*Tis done, according to his wiſe n 
To drive invaders from the Britiſh land. TW 5 
Could we expect this ſword to ſcaxe any, F i 5 


"Ps 82 10 8 
And thou wilt find it a fout, | "EM F 


And drive hy fears and. troubles to the 2 


rnvonns, 


e 46 Gad I venerate as true: 


But there's a matter, if I judge aright, 


- 
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The Chriſtian! $ glory and. eternal, boaſt... 12 5 h 


If he be abſent, all the reſt is vain. 
He mult convert by his almighty pomer, 


Admit the metaphor, a faming bund, 0 K 
A fit elucidation of the word. K 
Who trembles at a ſword without an arm ? 5 7% 
Tis quite incapable of good or harm, 4 

England inyaded both by Spain and 1 0c ds 
Hundreds of thouſands in their ranks ae, as 
Behold their grand artillery appear 5. ..:'; / // 
With loads of ammunition in the non... 

The King, adviſed by a noble Lord, 


Sends forth a herald with a flaming 2 i Fe. 


ns thus in ee 
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N o 
wibont. s erh us bttet was sp , r 
The ſword would make diverſion for the oy 1. 

Thus, Evan, when my enemies appear 3 55 dot WG 
I ſee the word preſented as a ſpear. q = 
But they with inſdlence the ſword defy, : 

And force me from the garriſon w 5,” + 
Trembling I run before the horrid wow? th. 
In ſuch a caſe What would my Evan do? N 


I want a God to undertake my cauſe 0 6 
I want a God to thunder on my foes! F 
TI want an arm divine to hold me up, L 
Or down to wes inn 8 ; 

a0 PICS #5 wore i brit 


Pray tell me, Prudens, where this army lies, _ 
That fills you with ſuch terrible ſurprize: 
And what it's done to give you ſuch Alarms, 
To make you quit your garriſon and amm. 
Your gaping wounds, your ſcars of honour ſlew; - 
Which you receiv'd from this inſulting foe: 58405 
Or I ſhall ſcarce have any thing to ſay, | e 
To vindicate the man Who runs away. | 

This army with fo many terrors clad : 

This ariny, at the fight of which you fled N 
This army, formidable at a diſtance, 

Will vaniſh if you make a ſtout reſiſtance, _ 
Their cauſe is bad, their captain but a coward; 
In cloſe engagement quickly overpower d. 


F 2 | * 
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| The weakeſt Chriſtian, if he's arm'd aright, - 
Will put a thouſand of his foes to flight.” 

EReſiſt the Devil—and he's out of view 1 
Draw nigh to God, and he'll draw nigh to you,” 

Try, my dear Prudens, try to muſter uß 
A little courage, and a little hope: N 

And take the Spirit's ſword into your hand, 

Reſolved in your own defence to ſtand. 
To fight and conquer; or to fight and die. 

Vou'd ſurely find, was this to be the caſe, 

Vour enemies would fly before your face. 

In future try ; beſure to keep the field ; _ 

And if you cannot conquer, ſcorn. to yield. 
You can but die; to die in ſuch a cauſe, 
Would gain you reputation, and applauſe: 

A crown of life to decorate your head: I Orr 

Immortal honours, when your foes are dead. 

1h; ta the doctrine of the Holy Ghoſts, 

It feems to me an ocean without coaſt : | 

A mighty deep, in which I always, al, 


Whenever 1 attempt to ſound, or ſail. 


Vet far, dear Prudens, far be it from me, K 
To doubt his power, or flight his energy. 
But this appears quite evident and plain, 
He works by means the bleſſed end to gain. i 
Behold the nations without revelation : 105 1 wt s x 

What do they know of Jeſus and ſalvation? 
2 IE 4 
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| Bury'd in ignorante; and ſlaves to luft; , 
And for the Want of faving knowledge; loſt⸗ A, 
You will not find a ſoul, from north to fouth; © © 
That merely by the Spirit knows the truth. 

And are we wiſer then the eule 1s plain; 

'Tis from the Bible we this wiſdom gan. 

Suppoſe we bring this matter nearer Home, . 
And to the Spirit's warm defenders come. | 
wat have they learnt themſelves, or taught us more, © A 
Of God, of Jeſus, than was known before? n 
They only tell us what the ſcriptures tell: 

The beſt that we can ſay, they've done it well. 
But if they go beyond, or ſtep aſide; Ke 
We dare not think the Holy Ghoſt their guide: 5 
Their doctrine by the ſcripture muſt be try'd. 

Not that I think the Holy Ghoſt confin'd _ 
To operate alike on all mankind, _ | 
Some he ſubdues with terrors of the law; 

And fills their ſouls with reverence, and ame. 8 

Some he allures with promiſes and grace; _ 

And fills their hearts with gratitude and peace. 

Some he alarms by thunder and by fire; 

Compels them after mercy to enquire, 44 

Some in a little time recover ſights __ 

And ſome by flow degrees enjoy the Ught. 

And ſome obey tlie gracious Saviour's call,” 

Who know not that he operates at all. BO TEE, 
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but all are taught of him who Jeu ke: 47 6 
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"pRUDENS, | 755 
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This is the thing which cording my ad, 
I know. the Holy Ghoſt is not confin d. 
I know he can extend his grace to me, eig 
And ſet my ſoul. from condemnation free. 
But much I am ſurpriz d, ee 
* nee ee or n re 50 15 
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Becauſe I've no authority, my friend, _ ee = 
Such ſervices as theſe to, recommend. DI : . ; 
My Maſter bids me as his ſervant | £9 ns wer 
he preach the golj pel to the high and low, . 
But not to did them heſitate, e 870 Wk i 
For freſh aſſiſtances another day. 1 a | 
ogy # 872.90 "If: 
' However neceſſary this condition; l e LA 
Tis not inſerted in my Lord's commiſſion, 1 
But as you draw your confolation, now, = 


From what the Spirit may | hereafter do; 1 a 
You'll pardon me if I a caution sive, We 4 2 2 
Leſt Satan you unwarily deceive. pare 5 153 
I beg, dear Prudens, you conſider this, x a gh = 
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If God is not confin'd, the creature 18. 
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And woe de to dhe ſinner that ne glekts ws off 
The means to n he bout; diredts, 
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PRUDENS, 


Acc 8 41 


But muſt not God convince the ſoul of fin, © 
And draw the ſinner, ere he enter in? 
I muſt be born of more than fleſh A 
Before I underſtand thy things e 
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p EVANGELICUS. ge 
Remember, Prudens, what was faid belbres 2 


He works by means the means art in 2 0 . 


The other. day by accident you fell; * 
Your head was bruis'd—the furgeon made ir well, 
Now was it by a miracle he cur'd - 264 
The agonizing pain which you aer 
Or by a preparation ſpread around, | 
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Which you apply'd to heal the painful bunt 


Fa” 


You cannot think the ſurgeon's {kill alone, A 0 


Without the healing plaſter, would have done. 
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And now if you ſhould break your head 1 
You'd ſeek a plaſter to relieve your pain. 

So Prudens in forbidden paths has trod : 
A ſerpent bit him, poiſon'd all his blood : 
And none can heal the dreadful wound but God. 
But he being well acquainted with the caſe, . 
Prepar'd a plaſter proper for the place: RR 
And recommends it as a certain cure, 
To ev'ry perſon, whether rich or poor. 82 
He gives directions for the application, 
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Jo all the wounded in the whole creation. 
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Thoſe that in time the remedy apply, 
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© PRUDENS... | ies, 
= In a. Evan, you miſtake thecaſy 
The ſurgeon laid the plaſter on the place, 
Now this is what I want, his hand aloe 
Can make the 2 1 lay it on, 


| | EVANGELICUS. 
Then let the remedy alone, and fee, ' 
If God will lay it, ever lay't on the. 
Whatever kind aſſiſtance he ſhall give; 
The ſinner muſt repent, if he would live. 
But not repentance is his work alone; 
Believing is eſſential to be done. 4; 

Dr lo! the wrath of God upon him lies; 
Condemn'd already in his Maker's eyes. 
Then wait no longer for a pow'r unknown, 
* ſearch. he Scriptures ; ; truſt to them N 


PR v DENS, 9 
Te read the Scriptures o'er and o'er gains. 
d ftill as dark as ever I remain. 
I'll wait at mercy” $ door; perhaps 1 the Lord... 
May ſometime pleaſe to reach me with his word; 
Or give his Spirit to renew my heart; | 
oe eaſe my burden d ſoul, or heal my ſmart... 
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EVANGELICUS, 


Perhaps he may 3 but doſt thou know he will 


Perhaps he mayh"t and then you drop to hell. 
A peradventure, in a cafe like this, 

Is dreadful, if the peradventure miſs. 

I tremble, Prudens, at your awful ſtate; 

Leſt you ſhould OI, while od * vou walt. 


5 PR U DE N % 

What can I do that's better than ſit ill 7 
I can't believe, dear Evan, when I will. 
If faith was at my option, in my power, 
I would not heſitate another hour. . 
You may be ſure I would be happy naws 
If it were poſſible, if I knew how. 
'Tis quite abſurd for you to preſs me ſo, 
To do what is not poſſible to do. 

I'm willing, Evan, to do all Iran 1 
But then conſider I am but a man. 


EVANOELICUsS. 

God knows what it is poſſible to do, 
Better, perhaps, than either I or you : 
And he commands the ſinner to repent, 
And to believe the meſſage he hath ſent. 
And dg we ever hear the people cry, 
They could nat do it if they were to die ? 


A 


Ne I want a heav'n, a perfect heav'n within, 4 


[ 90 J 
P RU DEN S. 

It is not told us what the 3 ad; . 
There v were but few the meſſengers obey'd. 
But then conſider what the preachers taught, 
Was prov'd by miracles and wonders OWE: : | 


Io force conviction in the multitude, wo 
Such proof as this could never be withſtood. 


EVANGELICUS. 5 
Prudens believes that miracles were wrought, 


In confirmation of the truth they n 
And now thoſe miracles on record ſtand, 
The ſame important doctrine to defend. | 
Then ſurely, Prudens, you're compell'd to grant, 
You yow e AIR your et 


In PRUDENS. ,. MS 
No, Evan, no! I want here as wn eyes, HA 

The Devil diſpoſſeſs'd, the dead to riſe. . 

I would with each abomination part. 

I want to love the Lord with all my heart. 

I want complete deliverance from fin. 


I want to breathe in à ſuperior dime; / 
To live above the vanities of time, 
I want to ſee, (as I myſelf am ſeen) ) 
My Saviour's face, wichut a lol beven 
I want the God of glory to come down, 
To give me right to an immortal crown. 


Then 


* * A: 82 
Then doubts and fears would yaniſh from my ſoul ; 
And 1 JESUS be my ALL in ALL, 


"2vanwotiTeus. 

Britannis's King beats up for where. 
A ſturdy rogue in conſẽqquence W N 
Diſpos'd to liſt, if nothing interpoſe: | 
But firſt he ſtipulates for food and delt; 15 
For ſpending money, perquiſites and fees ; Br 
For high preferments, idleneſs and eaſe: 
For leave to run away Hen foes advance; 8 
And that no charge, or diſcipline commence 3 5 Ley 
And leſt a bare agreement ſhould not laſt, b 
He'll have an article, to hold them faſt, 
Sign'd by the King's own: . 
Which if agreed to, he i is almoſt willing 5 
To ſign'the bargain, and receive the des. ; js | 

The officer a moment hears, him prate; 
Then crowns the raſcal with a broken Pate, 

Is Chriſt a King ? and has he ſent abroad 
His officers, to raiſe a troop for Gd? 
And dare his ſubjects their ohjections bring- - | 
Why don't the thunder rattle-o'er his head! 
Why don't the lightnings/ blaſt. the rebel dead 1 | 
Why don't the angels leave the worlds 1 | 
To herbs him dom do e ene 11 
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TS: 
renne, 
Aſtoniſhing ! my Evan, what's mib? 


Sure I have not provok d a ſpeech like this: 
What have I done to raiſe your ſpirit ſo; 
To ſhoot the keeneſt arrows from your bow? | 


EvVANGELICUsS. |: 
Prudens, it ſets my ſpirit all on fre, * 
To hear you treat your Maker as a Be: 
The Lord declares what love he has to ou; 
And proves by miracles that this is true: +4 
And yet you treat him as a man would treat = 
A common profligate, a yery cheat. 

Yea, while he with a royal pardon ſtands, _ „ 
You will not take it at his gracious hands, 
But dare to urge exorbitant demands. we 
As though he were a ſervant, or a flave, 
Bound to 28182 whatever vou ſhall crave. 


2a - PRUDENS. | 179ꝗ＋U 

If I have err d, it was not what I meant. 
Miu ſoul is agitated, tofs'd and rent. 
I would not wiſh to dictate to the Lord 
| | Doubt his veracity, provoke his ſword. bg BY 
Mercy, dear Evan, that I want alone ; 
For without mercy I muſt be undone : ' * 
Could I be ſure his mercy reach d to me; 
Like a new 1 happy I ſhould be. 
val. 
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EVANGELICUS. 


This proves, my Prudens, tho' it's catrarts, . 
vou can't believe what God Jehovah fivears. oy 
Now if S 111-0 
P | 


proDENs. 


Evan, my ſtrength and ſpirit melt away | ! 
I feel the evidence of what you ſay. ' 
Preſumptuous wretch ! How can I hope. to 610 
Kindneſs from him, to whom I'm fo unkind. 
I'll lay my hand on my offending mouth, 
And henceforth hearken to the word of truth. 
O may his Spirit fix it on my heart: 
Whether it make me worſe, or heal my ſmart. Wy OY 
But I muſt go: twill foon be dark, I ſee. 6 
To-morrow, Evan, come and dine with me, 
Make no apologies ; be ſure to come; 
That we the converſation may reſume. 


EVANGELICUS. 
I'm forry, Prudens, thus to.part with you : P 
I feel reluctant now to bid adieu. | 
But if it muſt be fo, Pu not detain | 
A friend in fetters, to relieve my pain.— 13 
Embrace your invitation with delight; Fs 
$0 wiſh you, Prudens 5 n * night. 
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| Yet, leſt we never meet on earth again, 
Remember, Jeſus was for ſinners —_ 

Never, O never let the goſpel go, N . 
Whatever happen to the world bebe n 
Tis this, and only this muſt be our . 6k, 
When all the movements in creation „„ 
Happy, thrice happy thoſe, who riſe and ſtand, 
Near to the Saviour, plac'd on his right hand, 
O may my Prudens, and his Evan there, YT * 3 


4 


A s come ye bleſſed of my Father hear. 

With this deſire 1 bid my friend adieu. ens * 
May God, _ God of 18 be home with you. 
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DIALOGUE . 


An Gm E Nr. 
Prudens cannot thünk the ſcriptures nee tau, wb” 
feſſors differ ſo much in opinion,—-Evangdlicus obſerves 
that others differ as much in opinion as theſe, vPrudens 
allows it, yet wants the reaſon of this difference in.thols - 
| who profels to be led by the fame Bible.—Evangelicus 
points out the different ſorts of readers, and the ends they 
have in view, as reaſons of this, Prudens is ſatisfied, but 
adverts again to the Holy Ghoſt, Evangelicus agrees with 
him, but ſhews that the Holy Ghoſt continually calls by - 
theBible.—Prudens wants ſomething more more.—Evangelicus | 
illuſtrates the nature of grace, and of believing, by feve- _ 
ral ſimilies ; and recommends a fimple dependance on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.—Prudens finds much heſitation, but; 


at laſt, encouraged by arguments, promiſes, and ſcripture 
examples, he ventures to place his deperidance on Jeſus, 
and finds reft to his fouk—Evangelicus congratulates him, 
and gives advice with reſpect to his duty, and privilege ; 

| temper, and conduct. Aﬀter mutual expreſſions of gra- 


L ok nd fan a a IO Is, >" 
Porn nnn. #3 116 
OM E, Evangelicus, I thought you' long; 
I've one objection (and 1 think it 1 
To what you ſay about the word of Gn” ON RO 
Not but I hold it holy, juſt and good, . 
But i its ſufficiency to lead aright. e oY _ 
| cannot be of this opinion quite: 15 e 


% 


* t a6 FF 
1 Are in their ſentiments @ much divided. 
1 ; PR 


1 | gvanerticys,: | |! 
Who differ more in ſentiment than thoſe 
Who nothing learn but what the r 
Who lay his revelation all aſideg,, 

And only take his motiong for their guide = 
| Theſe diſagree, with all their light divine. 
ee eee | 


PRUDENS: 


1 own, dear Evan, you have ſet me faſt ; 2 
And I muſt give the matter up at la. MC P46” 
I ſhould be glad, exceeding glad to know, Ee 
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It is a ſubjeQ, in my apprehenſion, 2 = E 
Which r calls for diligent attention. 


EVANGELICUS. Is 5 4 4 


_ ohe thing to allow the Bible nieht; 
Zut it's another to be guided byt. | 
Tis faſhionable no to hold it true 1 
And it's the faſhion to peruſe it too; 0 HETY 
Eſpecially on Sunday in a pew. 1355 
*Tis now companion for the common- bara: 
They often live together through the year ; 
And both alike their gold and ſcarlet wear. 
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There's ſuch ſolicitude and care about 'em; 
There's not a town, nor ſcarce a houſe without — 

But how do men the ſacred volume uſe ? . 
You'll find it is with very diff rent VIEWS. 

Some read it for the uſe of other men; 
And when they ' ve done, they lay i it down again. 
While others read becauſe their neighbours do; 
But care not what they read, nor where, nor how. 
Some read it as their duty once a week; 
But no inſtruction from the Bible ſeek, 
Some read it with deſign to learn to read; 
And to the ſubject give but little heed. 
Some read it as a- hiſtory, to know 
How people liv'd three thouſand: years ago. 
Some read it for the wonders that are there; 
How David kill'd 2 lion, and a bear. | M's 
Some read to bring themſelves into repute, + | 
By ſhewing others how they can diſpute. _ a 
Some read it, or ſometimes into „ 
Becauſe, perhaps, they ve ne'er another book. 
Some read it while a beam is in their eyes, | 
That they may learn their neighbours to deſpiſe. 
Some read becauſe they ve little elſe to do: __ 
Eſpecially if it be bound a- new. £ „ 
dome read this bleſſed book they don*t know why: 
It ſomehow happen'd in their way to he. . 
Some read the Bible as a truth indeed; 5 732 
Yet underſtand but little what they reads / fo 

G Some 


1 

Some read to find the contradiQtions there: 
To fet in oppoſition fort and ſpear: 
And then with art and ſophiſtry engage 

To leſſen, and traduce the ſacred page. 

Some read, but dare not their own eyes believe ; 
So put that ſenſe upon it others give: _ 
For Dottor, Biſhop, or his Holineſs, | 
Affert this i is the meaning of the place. 
Some read it in à flutter, or a fright, . 
As though they'd learn the whole of it to-night ; 
And if they can't obtain it ere they fleep, | 
They lay it by as wonderful and deep. 
Some read as though it did not ſpeak to them, 
But to the people. at Jeruſalem ;._ IS ; 
Thoſe Wicked men, the Gentiles and the Jews: | 
And others read it as they read the news. ; 
Some read it peradventure out of ſpite, 

I fear there are but few that read it Rp 
No vonder then they profit little by't. 


1 "PRUDENS. 


| eg by forts of readers get you! me, 
To true religion make but little claim : 
| But then your ſober, circumſpeR, devout, 
Vary as much in ſentiment, I doubt, 850 
As thoſe who read ſo careleſsly, and know 
But little what the ſacred ſcriptures ſhew. "7 
Now what the reaſon is 1 cannot fee, 77,08 
That theſe ſhould argue ſo, and diſagree. 
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_ EVanGEticus.” 

One reaſon"is; us T have often thought; 
They teach the Bible, are not Bible taught. 

When fingers firſt their poverty diſcern ; 
And find that all their labour nought will earn; 
Their ſouls alarm'd. and almoſt in deſpair, 
Run, wildly run for treaſure here and there. 
They eome not to the royal mint for coin; 
But take the current doctrine for divine: 
Which they receive, and reſolutely hold, 
And prize, and weigh, as traders do their gold. | 
Which if it prove à little bit too light; py 
They daub, and wax'it, till *tis almoſt weight ; 5 L 
Or put it in the other ſeale to try't. | 
Thus by their art” they'll make their money dra, 
Which is not paſſable at all by law. 
Which they with confidence will put Se 
To buly traders on a market day. 
They care not what it is, fo it will paſs; 
Whether *tis- gold, or only lacker'd braſs : 

They took it fo6r*a-g60d one and they know, 
They mean to make it for a gad one go. 
Theſe fix on doRrines; «like the man of Bray, 

And take that firſt, whieh paſſes beſt to-day. 
They think the Bible. gives them countenance, 
Where it exhorts them to -<* give no offence.” 
But ſome depend upon another's credit: 
Well fatisfy*d if they know where they had i it. 
. The 
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[ wo 1] . 
The reputation of oake great divine, 
Stamps currency on his religious coin. 
His ſcales are good ; his care in weighing known ; 
They'll ſooner truſt his judgment than their own. 
If it will do for him, why then they cry, 

Sure it will do for ſuch an one as I ! 

Thus ſome receive a creed, and reſt contented, 
Who ne'er beliey'd, nor properly repented ; .. 
vet ſeem religious, and perhaps deyout ; 

Have got a ſhell, but all the kernel's out. 
Others, like miſers, hoard up ſentiments, 
Not for their preſent uſe, but future wants; 
So look about, with diligence and care, 
For doctrines new, and wonderful, and rare. 
Theſe fill their coffers with religious ſtore, - 
As Engliſh Nabobs do, with Indian ore : 
And then an air of piety aſſume, 
Becauſe they've riches—for the time to come. 

Some make a man their head, and bow the knee 
To what that man thinks proper to decree. _ _ | 
And their religion in obedience lies, 

To what he fancies prudent to deviſe. | 

Theſe urge the Bible too, with all their might, 

To prove their ſoft compliance to be right. 
Some ſearch the Scriptures, with religious views, | 

Bur mingle, Chriſt and Moſes; Greeks and Jews. 

Theſe hold the ſubſtance, and the ſhadow too, 

And think theis compoſition ſure to do. 


rh 


bel 6:9 rot” 4 
They cannot chooſe but have a ſolid peace, | 
Becauſe, they've law and goſpel; works and grace. 
With two foundations—how they look upon 
Thoſe miſerable mortals, with but one! 
Some read the ſcriptures, carefully. indeed. 
To vindicate ſome pre- adopted creed: | 
And ev'ry paſſage that oppoſe them, be 
To make it anſwer that important: end. | 
Another reaſon (may be not the leaſt) 
Men always love religion to their taſte, : 
And fo the bread of God is now and then 
A little ſweeten'd to the taſte of men. 4 
And ſuch a gloſs as ſuits their palate moſt, 
They think the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt. 
They know by bleſt experience it is right, 
Becauſe they reliſh it with ſuch delight. 
And though they from the letter wander wide, 
They think the Bible-meaning on their ſide. 
Yea, wicked men, whoſe life is full of ſin; © 
Always maintain, they're orthodox within. 
And while they wander ev'ry point aſtray, ' 
Each thinks his own belief, the ſcripture vay. 
Another reaſon you will often find, 
Men are ſo little to the truth inclin'd, 
They take a part, and leave a part hehind: 
And then of conſequence, each man will chooſe, 
I part he means to take, and which refuſe. _ 
e | Some 
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Some take a ſandal from the gaviour's foot g+ - 0 

And then conceited us a chriſtian ſtrut. 
While others barter fur his ſeamleſs yeſts ©... ; 
Then look upon themſelves 1 S704 a 
Yet others care nat for his robe ſo e en a 
Quite ſatisfy'd if they can have a touch. N 
While others at a diſtance, ſtand, and nodes. 8 
Their cold aſſent, that he's the Son of Gods. FO 
Some few indeed for Jeſus' body long; 


i * £ 90 1 


Others want nothing but his charming tongue. 7 


1 


Many will help a Joſeph take him down 3 vel b 

But few receive him, with his crols and. crown. 

Some prize. him for his teaching; think him a 

But can't endure him as a facrifice. 8 

While others take him as a prieſt alone, 

And care for nothing, but his dying groan. 

How many now their conſolation draw 

From goſpel promiſes, and ſlight the law : 

Yea, ſlight the Saviour, when he comes to PFs | 

And count his ordinances light; and vain. 7 

Many there are who ſit i in Jeſu' $ ſchool, 2 1 

Not with deſign to learn, but help him ruls. 

And ſo they ſeek a learned education, | 

To fit them for ſome reputable ſtation. a 
Theſe all would ſeem religious at the heart, 5 

And from the Bible form their creed—in part: 1 

But, as in ev'ry point it will not do, 


They a add a little human-wiſdom t00.— 


A - 4 C 


» 1 
4 


Yet, 


NJ — 
5 
% 
* 


1 
vet, they would have it to be underſtood, 7 
They form their notions from the book of 8 
But then the Bible's but a tool to theſe, | 
Toſervethemwhen, and where, and how cheypleaſt - Bed! 
And hence ſo many ſyſtems we behold, 3 | 111 
Which ſuit ſo many parties, new and old. N 

vet many ſouls perhaps you may em. B- Neth 
Who with ſimplicity'deſire toleprn's 
Yet notwithſtanding all their-pious care, 
Some diſagreement will in theſe appear. 
Their diſpoſition, company, or ſtation ; 

But more eſpecially their education, 

Will make, or ſeem to make, a variation. KY 

Our knowledge is but partial while we're here pr Tt. 

Nor ſhall we fee alike till Chriſt appear. FS ot AE 

The field is wide, and track'd on ev'ry ade; 45 wit 

No wonder then that travellers divide. $ 
But all who look to Jeſus as their head: 

And live upon him as their daily bread : 

Who hear his bleſſed voice, and it obey, 

Shall find his grace ſufficient for their day. 

Though theſe in circumſtantials diſagree D 

They know the truth, and it has made them free. 

They're all his ſheep, and though an hedge divide, 

They've but one ſhepherd, one unerring guide : 

Who'll take them from this wilderneſs below,” 

To paſtures where immortal pleaſures grow. 
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Then ſhall they ſee their Saviour eye to eye; | 
Andall their doubts and difagreements die, 
Vea, while they ſeem to deviate and ſtray, 
They preſs for upper worlds, in Chriſt the way, 
Their hearts unite in piety and love; 
They all aſpire and reach to things above. 
They all renounce themſelves, and gladly own 
The Lord their Saviour, and the Lord alone. 
The Bible is their rule, by that they ſteer, 
Till clouds are vaniſh'd, and the ſun appear. 


F PRUDENS, | | 5 

Evan, you've given reaſons quite enow | 
1 wonder not to ſee theni differ now. 

For while they ſeek to vindicate a creed, 
The mind is ſtrongly bias d while they read. 
I muſt confeſs, the precious book of God, 

A fine diſplay of everlaſting good: 
But yet, except the Holy Ghoſt attend, 

Sinners the truth can never apprehend, | / 


Here, Prudens, 1 agree; I freely own 
The Holy Ghoſt the agent, he alone.“ 


But 


Though I freely admit the Holy Ghoſt to be the ſole 
agent; I do not admit of man being intirely paſſive. The 
ſun is the great ſource of light to the rational and animal 
creation; yet they are not obliged to imbibe all his 2 


F „ 

But can we hope his agency to feel, 
If we reſiſt his counſel or his will? 
And if we ſearch aright, will he deny, 
To any ſoul, his bleſſed agency? 

Let but a man obey the Saviour's call; 
And come to jeſus; truſt him as his all: 
And tell me, Prudens, if the Holy Ghoſt 
Will ſuffer ſuch a perſon to be loſt? 


* 


Pp RUD ENS. 
Dear Evangelicus, I'll never ſay, £ 
That thoſe ſhall periſh, who the call obey. 
All that I mean to urge Is very clear, 


That he muſt call, before the mani cin hen | 8 


And when he does not call; the man muſt wait, 


With en An pariegee, at * ae, „ 


EVANGELICU S, 


But when, dear Prudens, tell your Evan when | 


The Holy n ceag'd to > cry to men * 


* 


but — to e his 


fervent heat. In ſome ſuch manner, the Holy Ghoſt appears | 
to be the agent, or the promoter of all ſpiritual good; but 


He. 


men can hate him, evade him, reſiſt him, grieve him, quench _ 


him, by running into amuſements, buſineſs, company, fin; 


and thereby render all his grace abortive, and bring on 
themſelves ſwift deſtruction. See John iii. 18—22. A 


ü. 51, 2 Peter tt. 1. 


ES; 
s en de ee 
Dur where mul they pe is cl t 47, 


14.5 


prRUDENS) 94 14 fl 
Certainly, Evan, in their heart and mind. 


Evan lieus. e 

permit me here a ſimile to bring: ng 
Perhaps it may elucidate the thing, 190 5 

A rebel under condemnation lies :— | 
A letter comes, which fills him with ſurprize ;= 
His Majeſty, affected with his caſe | 
Grants him a pardon, by an act of grace: 
Provided hell receive it at his hand; | 
Sentence . him ſhall no eng 1 


Or call jt inſignificant, or dead; 
And wait, and pray for e — this,” 
| | To give him ſurer ground of happineſs ? 
No, with delight and pleaſure in his eye, 
He'd part with all, the bleſſing to enjoy! 
He'd want no teſtimony more, or better, 
Than the King's ſeal affixed to the letter. 
His fears would vaniſh like the ſhades'of- night, 
_ Juſt on the riſing of the ſource of light, | 
The ſtrong emotions he would feel 2 
To heav'aly raptures would be near akin. 1 tid} 
Howe'er the letter came, if but apply d, 
It ſaves the criminal, -who mult have 474. 


.* 
— 1 7 
* 1 
1 
Y hat 


a t. 7 70 
What eech ſtrike the blow, 


While he's the pardon of his Ring to — 
'Tis not his int'reſt to diſpute its power; 


But keep it ſafe, that he may be ſecure. e. and, 


Art thou 'condemn'd; expos d to miſery 1. 0 
Then God tramſmits a pardan down to wy Bhs, 
Juſt like the King in the preceding daſe. 4: 
He ſends a letter to reveal his grace; * 1 85 ws 
Which proves his great compaſſion, and thy nocd, 


And leaves it with-thee to peruſe, and read: | 
With ſtrong aſſurances of endleſs) glory, EY St 5 


If thou believe the letter ſet heſore ther: 
Which is ſo evidenc'd, within, without, 


* » 


It ſcarce admits the ſhadow..gf a douht. BY 0 * 
Vet Prudens (I reflect on it with pain? 1 * 


Wants God to come to make the matt lin 
And ventures, when he, hears-the letter . 


To vilify it with the name of dead. 12 4 we 


Now is the preciouy book of God, + hes. 


More dead than ſuch a letter from a Bl. de £5 56 5 | 


Can this keep-executioners i Inneren nt I'M 
And that no force to either driye, or HEY 
Can this appoint 49 hf, ↄr doom to die; OT 


And that no power to give thee; Peace, . oF: 
4 


Prudens, be wiſe! Conſider well thy ff 2 
Receive the Saviour, ere it be too late! 
The rebel, if not pardon d by his King, 
Muſt ſoon behold: INE ing. 


i 
And you, if you reject the offer'd grace, 
Will ſoon be in a miſerable caſdſe·e 
Baut once again behold the pardon'd man; 

And let my Prudens imitate his plans 
Darkneſs comes on, and ſleep aſſaults his eyes; 
He dreams the pardon is a heap of lie- 
Starting he wakes, in terrible ſurprize ! 
What muſt he do to eaſe his anxious breaſt— - 
Go to his heart to look? or in his cheſt? 
The lerter and the evidences there, 
Are all he ſeeks, to diſſipate his fear. 
If (when deliver'd from his dark abode) 
A neighbour meet him, trudging on the road. 
In ſuch a caſe, what can he have to ſay? © © 
The lerter, Prudens, is his only ple. 

If at the laſt he muſt in eourt appear, 
What doſt thou think would be his refuge there? 
Would he depend the iſſue of his cauſe | 
Upon his feelings, innocence, or laws? 
The /errer from his King, and that alone, 
Would make him look with courage to the throne. 
Now if you want the voice of God to hear; 

Look in your Bible, and you'll find it there. 
But if you this neglect, to look within; 
| You'll meet with diſappointment, pain, _ ſin, 


PRUDENS. 


I thank you for the ſimile you bring; 
But think it fails 1 in one important 8 


V 

If you remember, when the pardon came, 
The criminal was mention'd there by name. 
Now this is what I want, and without this 
It ſeems improbable I ſhould have peace: | Ml 
Unleſs I can ſome teſtimony find,. . * 
That I'm the Op Fn * deſign'd. 3 1 
| 


 EVANGELICUS. 


If many individuals offend ;* 12 
And George to ſome of them his grace extend; 
'Tis proper then their names ſhould be expres, | 
That theſe may be diſtinguiſh'd from the tale: "2:0 
But, if a colony of men revolt, K 
And high, and low, are equally in fault; 
According to the law, they all muſt die: 

But George beholds them with a tender eye: 
Determin'd they ſhall have an option ſtill, 
Without diſtinction; whoſoever will. a) 
He ſends a proclamation through the coaſt, 
Convey'd by ſpecial meſſengers, and poſt: 
That all within a ſtipulated ſpace, ' . -/ 
Who wiſh to be partakers of his yd 
May meet an officer, that he ſhall fix, 

And have a pardon ſign'd, Georgius Mom: 

Now what would Prudens do in ſuch a cafe ?- 
He'd read the proclamation, and embrace 
The offer'd kindneſs without heſitation, + 
Tho? he ne'er found his name ith? proclamation. 

The 
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His title ta the benefit was good. + 
Thus; my deat Prudens, e e _— 
Mankind are univerſally in fault. 
There's no exception—all hs: | 
And all expos'd-eternally to die. © 


But God, the great, the univerſal King; 


From whom all bleffings, all enjoyments ſpring 5 

Saw with compaſſion his revolting race, 

_ And ſent the Saviour with an act of grace. 

Publiſn'd it through the world by proclaquitions” 

That all might hear it, and obtain ſalvation. 
The offer ſtill is made to all mankind: ' 


Look in oy ow ity contents to find” 


Evan, ifwhat you intimate be there, . 6 
Ill thank ay 3 if ee tell me where, 


* * 5 


- BYANGELICUS. {eng 
e ot nA 5 f 
To bring rebellious creatures to repent:: 
To turn to God, from whom they run aſtray: 
3 Jeſus, as the only way. | 
Go (ſaith the Saviour, full of truth and grace) 
And preach. the goſpel to the human race: 
To every creature bear the happy news; 
Pubiſt ſalvation to the Greeks and Jews. 


1 
. 
All - 
* 


8 L 

All are alike che workmanſhip-of Gd. 

All are alike the purchaſe of my blood. 

All are alike the objects of my care. 

Go preach the goſpel, that they all may bn 

He that believes; and is baptiz d, ſhall be 

Say'd from the horrors of deſpair— but he 

That ſtupidly rejects the offer'd grace, 

Shall in perdition have his dwelling place ! Ml 
The joyful ſound has reach'd the Britiſh ſhore ; 

Prudens has heard it, heard it o'er and o'er. 

Receive the proclamation as to thee; 

Depend upon it with ſimplicity. . 

While wiſe and prudent look for fomething more; 

, n, * See 5 


PRUDENS., 
You charm me, Evan, as you go along, 
With arguments ſo num*rous, plain, and as 4 
I feel a kind of violence attend them; | 
I hardly can, I hardly dare withſtand them. 
I certainly ſhould-yenture, did I know, 
That thus to venture on the Lord would do. 


EVANGELICUS. 


Venture, dear Prudens! thou haſtnought tofear: 
No flaming fword forbids thy entrance here! 
It cannot be prefumption to obe; 
Thoſe are preſumptuous that dare keep away. 

The 


if 118 * 

The offer is ſo full, fo kind, ſo free, „ 
To ſinners ſuch, exactly ſuch as thee 3... . 

'Tis paſt the power and art of bell, to prore 

Thy ſoul rejected by a God of lore. 2 

See how the calls of inſpiration run, 

Like beams of glory darted from the ſun: 

And all conſpire, by evidence divine, 
To conſolate a trembling ſoul like thine... 
Ho l every one that thirſts, Jehovah cries, - 
5 Come to the fountain which my grace ſupplies; 
« Here's milk and wine, as air and water free; 
« Eat, O my friends ! yea, drink abundantly.” 
The choiceſt bleſſings you can want below, 
_* The God of glory offers to beſtow... Ie 
| Hear how he calls, and calls this very day; 
And blames the prodigals who keep away. 

Can there be danger if the ſinner Coley 2. -. 
The God of love will ſend, him empty home? 
Would he with ſuch divine compaſſion call, 

If he deſign d ee "a 
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"PRUDENS. 
With pleaſure , Evan, I behold the grace 
Of God the Father, to the human race: 
But I could wiſh to feel his grace within, 
Compoſe my ſpirit, and ſubdue my ſin. | 
I fear, while I unſanQtify'd remain, 
A nine in Jeſus would be vain. 
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| EVaNGtLICUS. a Fe 


Can you be happy, while you keep away ? 
Can you be holy, while you diſobey ? 
Can you be ſanRify'd, and free from ſin, 
While you reje& the method to be clean? 
However pure the water, free and freſn; 
'T'is all as nothing till you drink and waſh, 
However rich and elegant the treat; Noh 
What is it to the man that will not eat! | 
He never can be vigorous and ſtrong, _ 
By looking only, look he e'er fo long: 
But if he drink the wine, and eat the food, 
He'll then experience that it does him good. 


. 7 


Thus the great feaſt the King of Glory makes, | | 


Only ſupports the ſinner that partakes, 
A Jeſus ſeen will do thee little good; 
Thoſe who receive him, are the ſons of God. 
How can you feel the Saviour's love and grace 
Till you the Saviour and his truth embrace? 


PRUDENS, 


Right, my dear Evan, what you fay i is true : . 
I cannot help but acquieſce with you. | 
But don't we read of many in the word, 


Who came and own'd him with a double Lord? 


And yet the Prince of Glory bid them 2 
Down. to the regions of eternal woe. 
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e 
If I ſhould come and this ſhould be my caſe _ 
Fd rather, Evan, never ſee his FREE: - 12 
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Thoſe whom the Saviour baniſh'd from his gate, 
Ne'er ſought to enter till it was too late: 
No wonder then that theſe were ſent away, 
To rue. the conſequence | of their delay. 
Let Prudens then be ſure to come in time, 
| Leſt he be guilty of their fatal crime, 
Come to the Saviour, even if you doubt ; . 
You can but periſh, if he ſhut you out. 
But hear the Lord, for he can anſwer beſt, 
«© Come unto me, and I will give you reſt, w 
Believe him, Prudens, and to Jeſus go 
Try if the Lord will give you reſt, or no. 
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| prUDENS. 
Can you produce a precedent to ſhew, 
That fuch a coming to the Lord will do 710 


EVANGELICUS. 


Behold the publican approach to God—. 
Nay, at a diſtance he poor ſinner ſtood ; 
Not chooſing to lift up his guilty eyes, we 
But afar off for pardoning mercy cries. 
His great petition did his God deride ? _ 
No—he's accepted, pardon'd, juſtify d. ä 
| See 


1.44 Þ 
See next the woman with a bloody ſore, 
Who ſpent her living to obtain a cure, 
But all in vain her malady grew worſe, 
With the new torments of an empty purſe. 
She heard the fame of Jeſus—and appears ; | 
But as ſhe came, ſhe met a croud of fears, 
She dares net come her matter to propoſe, 
But ſlily toueh'd the border of his cloaths. 
Aſtoniſh'd, ſhe the efficacy found 
The Saviour's yirtue heal'd the bleeding and; 
'Thus came the finner to the Saviour, when 
Simon the phariſee had took him in; 
Not with a bold and elevated cheſt, 
To ſit at table as a welcome gueſt; | 
But humble and repentant, ſhe appears, 
Silent behind him with; a flood of tears. 
The haughty phariſee could ſcarcely bear, 
That ſuch a guilty creature ſhould be there : 5 
But Jeſus, glad to ſee the ſinner come, 
Commends, forgives, and ſends her joyful home. | 
But let me aſk,my'friend, and let him ſay, - 
How any man can come another way ?? 
Don't all who hear the bleſſed Saviour's call, 
Come at a venture, if they come at all? 
Muſt they not run the riſk, if riſk there be, 
And venture all;for goſpel liberty? 
The foul who ſtays till every thing is fit, 
Will ſurely fall into the burning pit. 
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The ſhipwrock'd mariner, aa tempeſts roar, 
Will hazard ALL to reach fas" e 
A peradventure of ſecurit | 
Will make him plunge into the boiling 4 
Thus, Prudens, we, when dreadful terrors ſeizeus, 
Buy ventureſome believing, fly to Jeſus. 
Sometimes with trembling we approach thethrone, 
And often labour with a heart of ſtone, 
And nought can utter but a ſigh or groan.” 
No dawn of hope from other part appears; 
Without are fightings, and within are fears: 
But this alleviates our every doubt 
The Lord has promis'd not to caſt us out. 
This gives encouragement in each diſtreſs,. | 
To come to Jeſus—truſt his faithfulneſs. 
O! ſtrive to enter at this narrow gate; 
And ſtrive to enter, ere it be too late! 
With violence thy enemies oppoſe/, 
And with the offer of ſalvation cloſe. 
Thy right to Jeſus does not ſpring den en | 
But from the grant divine —ſalvation free.” 
Whoever will, are welcome to receive, 
'' Becauſe, the God of love will freely give. | | 
Look not within for proper feelings there, 
But to the Saviour, who thy ſins did bear. 
Place all thy confidence alone in him, 


Who came hk pep and fuffer'd to redeem. 
Without 


; 9 17 5 


without reſerve caſt all ti cares uon o 
The blefſed Jeſus, God's eternal Son. ED r 

There thou may ſt reſt ſecure, an del, 

And triumph over all the fears of hell. 15 4 


If Jeſus could not ſet the ſinner free th, 55 f 
, Think, n why: he GE on the tree? 
PRUDENS. "wy 


lind 4 Evan! I'll no longer day! Nel 
Charm'd with the Saviour, I his voice n 
 Bleſt be his name! I ſee his tender care, 407 574 
In all he wrought, in all he ſuffer'd here. 
His goodneſs is fufficiently diſplay d; 
P11 truſt him, and no longer be afraid! 5 
He dy'd to ſave me from eternal fire: 
What more can he perform, or I Gabel 0 
leſus, Redeemer, lol I come to thee Jr ” 
Vile as I am, for whither ſhould I flee! , 1 
Encourag'd by thy word, thy oath, thy. bloods + F 
I cleave to thee, my refuge and my Gd. 
The offices which. thou art pleas d to bear, 
Thy admirable fitneſs all declare. bur on Nr 47 
A captain, ſtrong to conquer all my foess. 
Firm as a rock, on which I may repoſe. | - 
A refuge to the ſinner in diſtreſs. 9 
To my dark ſoul, the ſun of righteouſneſs. 
A great high prieſt, for ſin to ſatisfy. 
Eternal life, to rebels doom'd to die. 5 
H 3 The 
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A friend, to ſuch as have no friend beſide: 


Take me, dear jeſus! all I have is thine; 
By right of covenant, by right divine. 
Extend thy mercy to the guilty foul, - 


A ſhepherd to a worthleſs worm like me : 
I hear thy yoice, and wiſh to follow thee. | 1 
Give me a place within thy blefſed fold, 
Till I thy face in glory ſhall behold. 
Aſtoniſhing !- thall I at laft ariſe, © 


Will he not only ſave my ſoul from hell, 
But raiſe the ſinner with himſelf to dwell ?- 


Help me his grace, his glory, to proclaim! 
Help me to build a monument of praiſe = 


To my Redveryer, trough eternal 7 
EVANGELICUS. 


4 Moſt gladly, Prudens, I your wiſh ode 
ww Glory to. God for thus auſpicious day! 


. 


The bread of God, on which my foul may felt 
Thy fleſh is meat, thy blood is drink indeed 


And ſuch a friend, as never fail'd when try d. WW 
O] be a friend to ſave and ſuecour me! 
I place my whole dependance, Lord, on the. 


That humbly comes in virtue of thy call. 
Art thou a ſhepherd ? Then dear Jeſus be 1. 


And ſee my Saviour, with my raviſh'd ce” 


Help me, dear Evan! to extol his name E Gs 


Long. 


1 179 22 

Long have l mourn'd to ſee your-anaious wes 
Long have I labonr'd to afford relief. 8 
Now all my wiſhes are completely crown'd: 

My pleaſures now paſt utterance abound, - 
Becauſe my friend has conſolation found. 

O! may the happineſs you no enjoy, 
Laſt, and increaſe, amm meer 9965 


PRUDENS, _ 


I thank you, Evan, for your kind ow 
May all your labour meet a full reward. 
Your friendſhip 1s fo great, I can't . 
How much I loye you for your faithfulneſs, 
I hope I never, never ſhall forget, 32 
How much I ſtand in my dear Eyan's debt. TEIN 
But Jeſus is the friend that I adore: - 1 54 
O! that I could but love and praiſe him more! 
Such patient kindneſs he to me hath ſhown ;- - 
Surely would ſoften any heart of ſtone : | 
And yet fo hard, fo obſtinate was I, 
1 durſt not on his tenderneſs rely, | 
He might with juſtice, many years ago, 
Have ſpurn'd me down to everlaſting woe: 
But pity, tender pity made him wait, 
And ſtill continue knocking at my gate. 
Dear Evangelicus ! you cannot tell, 
How much I owe, that I am out of hell: E 
Fry YT Or „ 
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Oo ! how ſhall T my future moments ſpend,” 
| Moſt to the pleaſure of my bleſſed friend. 
Tell me, dear Evan,” you have known him along; 
I hate the very thought of doing wrong. 
Tell me the way that he ſhall moſt approve, 
While through this thorny wilderneſs I move. 
O! what a thing, a dreadful thing *twill be; 
If I diſhonour him, who dy'd for me ! 


-EVANGELICUS. | 
Go on rejoicing in the Lord, go on. 
Stand faſt in Jeſus, as you' have begun. 
Abide in him, and'he'll abide in you; 
And make you vigorous, and fruitful too. 
Should friends allure, or enemies deride; 
Be ſure you ſtedfaſt in the Lord abide. ' | 
This is your life; the whole of your ſupply 
Without it you will wither, droop and die. 
You can do nothing that is truly good, 
But as you hold communion with your God. 
But if you ſtill continue in the Lord; 

Live to his honour keep his faithful word; 
; With confidence you may approach the throne, 
Ax what you will—and Chriſt will ſee it done. 

$8 God is the bleſſed huſpandman, and he 
Receives a glory from the fruitful tree. 
But if his cultivation be in vam, 


Who, my dear Prudens, can advantage . 4 
The 
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The fruitleſs vine's no better than the brier : 

They both alike are fuel for the fire. oh 
Remember your Redeemer?'s love, and ſhew 

That love to others, he has ſhewn to you. 31 

This jeſus thought important to enjoin, 

By precept, laid on precept; line, on line. 

O! let no accident; no time effac + 1 

This ſacred teſt, this evidence of grace. 

The nobleſt gifts without it are, alas! 

But tinkling cymbals, or a ſounding braſs. 

A man may boaſt of knowledge, faith, and joys: 

Where love is wanting, all is empty noiſe; ** 
Chriſt ĩs your Maſter—then' his word obey: 

Let him appoint your work—your wages f pay. Tt 

Whatever you diſcover as his will, ; 

Be ready, zealous, patient, to fulfill. 

'Tis not a ſervant's privilege to chooſe, 

This to perform, the other to refuſe : 

However ſmall it may appear to ſenſe, 

The maſter's will gives it a conſequence. 

How many flatter him, and call him Lord; 

Vet light his counſel, trample on his word! 
Let your example teftify abroad. 
How much you prize the inſtitutes of God. 

If you deſire a ſettled peace within, „ 
Maintain the fight againſt the fleſh and fin. 
Pleaſure and honour, avarice and pride, | 


Can boaſt their thouſands cruelly deſtroy'd. 
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Will murder all your peace, and wear the crown; 
Fight the good fight of faith; be valiant, bold; 
fjeſus, your Captain, will his cauſe uphold : - 
Not with the carnal weapons, bow and ſword ; 
But with his Holy Spirit, and his word,. _ 
Put on the armor Jeſus recommends, - ./ 
Which all fybdues, and ey'ry part defends. 
So may you fight and conquer, n 1 
The way of truth and holineſs oppoſe. | 
To know your duty—read the book of God: 
For ſtrength to do it drink your Saviour's blood, 
For wiſdom—ſupplicate the King of kings. 
For ſafety — hide you underneath his wings. 
In all diſtreſſes, to your Saviour fly: 
Anxious for nothing faithful till you die. 
Vour carnal underſtanding lay aſide; 
In all your ways, acknowledge him your guide. 
He will direct your paths, while here you Ray's 
Till you ariſe to everlaſting day. 75 
There ſhall you fee your Saviour, face to face; 
Sing of his mercy, and adore his grace: | 


. While crouds of bliſsful ſpirits wait around, 


In robes immortal, and with nner ; 


Happy beyond expreſſion, to behold 
Another ſheep admitted to the fold. 


Then, what ſupreme delight will Eben fill, 
The moment he arrives at Zion's hill, 


mt 8 
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When 
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When Jefus feaſts him with immortal bread, 
And puts a crown'of glory on his head. 
Grants him to fit upon his royal throne'; 
Gives him a kingdom; makes x alt is om, 
Eternity -before him full of o; tn 
Without a reſpite for à ſingle Aen. 5 

O! love the Lord, and call apa nns 
Live to his honour; let your life proclaim 
Your gratitude ta Jeſus till you riſe, = 
To full poſſeſſion of eternal joys. 

But, night approaches i in her fable hue :— 
Evan once wore "ages bid his friend ogra 


- 'PRUDENS, 
Evan, | danger iu tde- 
What precious promiſes-are made to me. 
I ſtretch my arms, and ſtretch my arms again; 
I ſtrive to graſp them, but tis all in vain : 
A finite mind ean never weigh aright, 
The joys, and glories, which are infinite. 
O! that I may be diligent, and Wwiſe, 
en nab: 
I quite approve the counſel which you give: 
I wiſh, and hope to take it whilſt I live. 

But, ere you g0, I've one petition more 
To add to all which I have made before: 
A favour which my Evan can't deny—"" _ 
Tis to remember ſuch a wretch as I 
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Before theimercy-loat,— ke iſt ant 
Ol! plead for me, with all your power ad kl, : 
That I may perſevere !—my nature ſtill. 
I feel corrupt. My enemies are ſtrong, - 
And eaſily may draw, or drive me wrong. 
Entangled in the cares of life, I ſtand 
On ſlippery ground. find, on ev'ry hand, 
Temptations to the evils which I hate :— 
But Evan knows the nature of my ſtate. 


EVANGELICUS. 


Defires like yours, I cannot but obey: 
What ſo delightful as to praiſe, and pray 
To him who is ſo generous and free! 
I hope that Prudens will remember m. 
But, let not Evan pray for you alone; 
You have a right to make your trials known. 
You have an able advocate in heaven, 
Who bids you aſk, and ſays it ſhall be giyen. 
Pray without eeaſing What a kind command! 
A fortreſs, and a magazine at hand; 1205 
Where you may hide you, and be furniſh'd too; 
Secure from danger, and be arm'd a- new. x 
When baffled out, and to appearance ſlain, 
A fervent prayer recovers life again. 
But guard againſt an unbelieving fear; 
God is your friend, and he is always near. 


/ 
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Fear not your foes, though terrible to face, 
While you've a father, and a throne of grace. 
His goodneſs, like his glory, is unknown ; _ 
Or he would ne'er have ſacrific'd his ſon. ' 
Let this engage you on him DD 
He that gave Jeſus— what can he deny? 
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Dear Evan, I eſteem you- more and more : 
I long have loy'd you, but I ne 'er before 
Had ſo much reaſon, —Heartily farewel ! 
May God, and Jeſus, ever with you dwell. 
But yet indulge me—it will not be late— 
Before you leave me, join to celebrate 
The praiſe of Jeſus ; for I love to hear 
His precious name tis muſic to mine ear; 
It warms my heart, and 3 my n; c 


t 1 . 
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E. SUS, holy, lovely 1 "+ 
All in all 1 ſuch as we! 
When infernal terrors ſeize us, 

We a refuge find in thee. 


When our fins aloud were calling 
For the vengeance of a God; 
Lo! inſtead of vengeance falling, 

Jeſus bought us with his blood. 


Love like his in vain we're ſeeking ; 
Love which could ſuch woes endure. _ 

When was croſs, or altar reeking | 
With a Saviour's blood before. 


When we trifled with the favour, 
And rejected all his grace; 

+ O! how patient was the Saviour! 

Love beheld our. wretched caſe. 


- Jeſus ſtill renew'd the offer; 
Feld the pardon in his hand: 
Urging us to take the proffer, 
Till we could no more withſtand. 


Praiſe, eternal praiſe be given, 9 
To the great Redeemer's name ! 
All on earth, and all in heaven, 
Shout, for ever ſhout his fame. 
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Page 38. line 3. for everlaſtiag read everlaſting. 
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71. 4. for benefits tead benefit. 
89. 20. for meſſage read goſpel. . 
91. 22, for thunder read thutiders.. 
107. 12. for ſet read ſpread. 


57. 14. for Covince read Convince. 
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This Work conſiſts chiefly, of Spiritual Improvements 
of Goſpel Subjects; common Providences, and Chuiſtian 
Experience: And may be conſidered as a Su to 
the preceding Poem, and proper to be hound with it. It 
; is deſigned, and we hope calculated, to comfort thediſtreſled 
Soul in Times of Darkneſs, Trouble, and Temptation; 
as well as to amuſe and edify the chearful Believer, in his 
private Retirements, and ſocial Interviews: Aud to pres 
hope. Vent that criminal Waſte of: Thudy which is too common 
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